
DECEMBER 14, 2025 - 10:00 A.M.  

Prelude      Bob Cooper 
    
Welcome 
     
God’s Call to Worship:  

In this Advent season of longing, God gathers us to that which is 
familiar - to worship, to pray, to listening, to sending. 

ALL: With joy and expectation, we wait and we hope 
 

In this Advent season of wondering, we are reminded that the baby 
whose birth we await is also our Savior and our King. 

ALL: With joy and expectation, we wait and we hope 
 

In this Advent season of anticipation, we rejoice in the promise of 
fulfillment 

ALL: With joy and expectation, we wait and we hope 
 

Emmanuel, our God with us has gathered us and we sing rejoice. 
    
 

Joy to the World 

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her King. 

Let every heart prepare him room, 
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 

And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

No more let sin and sorrow grow 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make his blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 

Far as, far as the curse is found 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 



The glories of his righteousness 
And wonders of his love, 
And wonders of his love, 

And wonders, wonders of his love. 
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Here I Am to Worship 

Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness, 
Opened my eyes, let me see. 

Beauty that made this heart adore You 
Hope for a life spent with You. 

 
So, here I am to worship, 
Here I am to bow down, 

Here I am to say that You’re my God. 
You’re altogether lovely, 

Altogether worthy, 
Altogether wonderful to me. 

 
King of all days, oh so highly exalted, 

Glorious in heaven above. 
Humbly You came down to the earth You created, 

All for love’s sake became poor. 
 

So, here I am to worship, 
Here I am to bow down, 

Here I am to say that You’re my God. 
You’re altogether lovely, 

Altogether worthy, 
Altogether wonderful to me. 

 
And I’ll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross. 
And I’ll never know how much it cost 

To see my sin upon that cross. 
 

So, here I am to worship, 



Here I am to bow down, 
Here I am to say that You’re my God. 

You’re altogether lovely, 
Altogether worthy, 

Altogether wonderful to me. 
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God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 
 

Advent Candle lighting – The IGNITE Kids      

Reader 1: Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.”  
 
Reader 2: On this third Sunday in Advent, we light the Christ candle to 
remind ourselves that in Christ Jesus, Emmanuel - God with us - God has 
made a way. 

(Light Christ candle) 
 
Reader 3:  Because of Christ, we light this candle of Hope, (light first 
candle), 
 
Reader 4: we light this candle of Peace.  (light second candle) 
 
Reader 5: And today we light this candle of Joy. “Joy to the world, the Lord 
is come. Let earth receive her King”. For some of us, joy is what we feel in 
this very moment. For others, it is a promise we long for and hold in faith. 
Yet the growing light of Christ illumines our path.  (light third candle) 
 
Reader 6: The candle of Joy reminds us of Isaiah’s vision: when the desert 
and wilderness will rejoice, and all God’s people will sing with everlasting 
joy. Sorrow and sighing will be no more. 
 

ALL People:  
We wait for this joyful day in anticipation. Make a way, Lord Jesus. 

 
    



Make a Way 

Come, Son of God, and make us new; 
Light of the world, our hearts renew. 

Hope in our inner darkness lies: 
Oh, healing sun of justice rise! 

 
Come, promised since our Eden's end; 

Child of the woman, come defend. 
Long have we felt the serpent's sting: 

Come, strike his head, and mercy bring! 
 

O make a way! Open wide the gates. 
O make a way through the sorrow and the pain. 

O make a way though the road is dark and winding. 
O come, come! 

 
Come, Son of Man, to show the way. 

O, through the tears may we see the day. 
So long did we in darkness dwell. 

Come down to break the chains of hell! 
 

O make a way! Open wide the gates. 
O make a way through the sorrow and the pain. 

O make a way though the road is dark and winding. 
O come, come! 

 
O make a way! Open wide the gates. 

O make a way through the sorrow and the pain. 
O make a way though the road is dark and winding. 

O come, come! 

words and music by Isaac Wardell, Kate Bluett and Paul Zach  
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IGNITE Program (ending with Away in a Manger) 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay; 



The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from on high 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

 
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
Close by me forever and love me I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care; 
Prepare us for heaven to live with you there. 
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O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

O come, O Come, Immanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Wisdom from on high, who ordered all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show and teach us in its ways to go. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
 

O come, O Key of David, come and open wide our heavenly home 
Make safe for us the heavenward road and bar the way to death’s abode. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 
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Scripture: Isaiah 35:1-10 

Message: Advent Joy 
 

How Great Our Joy 
While by the sheep we watched at night, 

Glad tidings brought an angel bright. 
How great our joy! Great our joy! 

Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy! 



Praise we the Lord in heaven on high! 
Praise we the Lord in heaven on high! 

 
There shall be born, so he did say, 

In Bethlehem a Child today. 
How great our joy! Great our joy! 

Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heaven on high! 
Praise we the Lord in heaven on high! 

 
There shall the Child lie in a stall, 

This Child who shall redeem us all. 
How great our joy! Great our joy! 

Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heaven on high! 
Praise we the Lord in heaven on high! 

 
This gift of God we’ll cherish well, 
That ever joy our hearts shall fill. 
How great our joy! Great our joy! 

Joy, joy, joy! Joy, joy, joy! 
Praise we the Lord in heaven on high! 
Praise we the Lord in heaven on high! 
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Time of Confession: 

God of salvation, in Christ you have done great things—our hearts are 
filled with joy.  By your power you lifted us out of sin and brought us 
with joy and laughter into your kingdom.  Salvation is your gift to 
us.  But we confess that often we try to replace your gift with our own 
efforts.  We try to complete what is already perfect; we try to add to 
what is already full; we try to earn what we already have.  Forgive us, 
O God.  Help us to focus on your grace.  Help us to live grateful lives in 
return, trusting in you as our Wonderful Counselor.  For Jesus’ 
sake,  Amen. 

“Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition,  
© 2013,Faith Alive Christian Resources.” D.2.2.9 

 



Song of Assurance: O Little Town of Bethlehem 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by. 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous Gift is giv’n; 

So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His Heav’n. 
No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in. 
 

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend on us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel! 

Public Domain 

 
 

God’s Will for our Lives: Philippians 4:4-5 

Prayer for our Church: 

ALL: 

Redeeming God, we come with joy into Your presence today. 
Whether young or old, may we joyfully praise Your name. Thank 
you for voices to sing Your praises and declare that You are our 
God. May we be constantly assured of Your love to us personally 
and to Grace Church.  May we eagerly share the joy of Christmas 
with those around us, knowing how much You love us. Thank 
You, Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Prayers of the People: Diane Ritzema 
 
Offering: General Operating Fund 
 
Blessing 



Angels We Have Heard on High (Doxology) 

Praise to God the Father sing, 
Praise to God the Son, our King, 

Praise to God the Spirit be 
Ever and eternally. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
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Postlude 
 

Unless otherwise attributed, readings by Katie Roelofs  
© 2025 Katie Roelofs, Lamp Post Consultants. Used by permission. 

 
 
 
 

 
 


