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Prelude     Diane Ritzema
   
Welcome 
     
God’s call to Worship:  

Because God is a God of love: “This is what the Lord Almighty says: 
…I will shake all nations, and what is desired by all nations will come.” 

  ALL: With Mary of Nazareth we say, “The Mighty One has  
                         done great things for us – holy is his name.” 
                  Let us worship God. 

Reformed Worship 149 © September 2023, Calvin Institute of Christian Worship.  
Used by permission. 

 

He Who is Mighty 

Oh, the mercy our God has shown 
To those who sit in death’s shadow. 
The sun on high pierced the night; 

Born was the Cornerstone. 
 

Unto us a Son is given, 
Unto us a Child is born. 

 
He who is mighty 

Has done a great thing; 
Taken on flesh, 

Conquered death’s sting, 
Shattered the darkness and 

Lifted our shame. 
Holy is His name. 

 
Oh the freedom our Savior won; 

The yoke of sin has been broken. 
Once a slave, now by grace 

no more condemnation. 
 



Unto us a Son is given, 
Unto us a Child is born. 

 
He who is mighty 

Has done a great thing; 
Taken on flesh, 

Conquered death’s sting, 
Shattered the darkness and 

Lifted our shame. 
Holy is His name. 
Holy is His name. 

 
Now my soul magnifies the Lord; 
I rejoice in the God Who saves, 

I will trust His unfailing love, 
I will sing His praises all my days. 

 
My soul magnifies the Lord; 

I rejoice in the God Who saves, 
I will trust His unfailing love, 

I will sing His praises all my days. 
 

He who is mighty 
Has done a great thing; 

Taken on flesh, 
Conquered death’s sting, 

Shattered the darkness and 
Lifted our shame. 
Holy is His name. 
Holy is His name. 

Words and music by Kate DeGraide | Rebecca Elliott © 2014 Sovereign Grace Praise (Admin. by 
Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) Sovereign Grace Worship (Admin. by Capitol 

CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) 

 
Holy Forever (Christmas) 

Held within a manger, the Son of God arrived, 
The one who would be called Emmanuel. 

The promise was delivered unto a virgin bride, 



The one who would be called Emmanuel. 
 

Your name is the highest, Your name if the greatest, 
Your name stands above them all. 

All thrones and dominions, all powers and positions, 
Your name stands above them all. 

 
And the angels cry, “Holy” 
All creation cries, “Holy”. 
You are lifted high, Holy 

Holy forever. 
 

In the humble town of David a Savior born today, 
The one who would be called Emmanuel. 

Behold the host of heaven with holy roar proclaim 
The one who would be called Emmanuel. 

The Messiah, our God is with us nos. 
 

And the angels cry, “Holy” 
All creation cries, “Holy”. 
You are lifted high, Holy 

Holy forever. 
 

Hear Your people sing, “Holy” 
To the King of Kings, “holy.” 

You will always be Holy, 
Holy forever. 

 
Your name is the highest, Your name if the greatest, 

Your name stands above them all. 
All thrones and dominions, all powers and positions, 

Your name stands above them all. 
 

And the angels cry, “Holy” 
All creation cries, “Holy”. 
You are lifted high, Holy 

Holy forever. 
 



Hear Your people sing, “Holy” 
To the King of Kings, “holy.” 

You will always be Holy, 
Holy forever. 

You will always be Holy, 
Holy forever. 

Words and music by Brian Johnson, Chris Davenport, Chris Tomlin, Jason Ingram,  
Jenn Johnson and Phil Wickham © 2024 Brian and Jenn Publishing/Capitol CMG Paragon/ 

CDavs Music/S.D.G. Publishing/Songs for TIM/Be Essential Songs/My Magnolia Music/ 
Phil Wickham Music/Simply Global Songs/Bethel Music Publishing 

 
 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 
Advent Candle lighting      The VanKuiken family 

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” On this fourth Sunday in Advent, we light the Christ 
candle to remind ourselves that in Christ Jesus, Emmanuel - God with us - 
God has made a way.   (Light Christ candle) 
 
Leader: Because of Christ, we light this candle of Hope, (light first candle), 
we light this candle of Peace (light second candle), we light this candle of 
Joy (light third candle). And today we light this candle of Love. (Fourth 
candle is lit.) 
 
The prophet Isaiah assures us of God’s love: “Comfort, comfort my people, 
says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim that her hard 
service is over, that her sin is pardoned.” God’s love makes a way through 
deserts of despair and valleys of sorrow. God’s love is not far off—it 
comes near to us in Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us. 
 
We wait for this day in anticipation. Make a way, Lord Jesus. 
 

 

Make a Way 

Come, Son of God, and make us new; 
Light of the world, our hearts renew. 

Hope in our inner darkness lies: 
Oh, healing sun of justice rise! 



 
Come, promised since our Eden's end; 

Child of the woman, come defend. 
Long have we felt the serpent's sting: 

Come, strike his head, and mercy bring! 
 

O make a way! Open wide the gates. 
O make a way through the sorrow and the pain. 

O make a way though the road is dark and winding. 
O come, come! 

 
Come, Son of Man, to show the way. 

O, through the tears may we see the day. 
So long did we in darkness dwell. 

Come down to break the chains of hell! 
 

O make a way! Open wide the gates. 
O make a way through the sorrow and the pain. 

O make a way though the road is dark and winding. 
O come, come! 

words and music by Isaac Wardell, Kate Bluett and Paul Zach © 2021 Integrity's Alleluia! Music/Kate 
Bluett Music/Paul Zach Publishing 

 
 
New Testament Reading: Luke 3:1-18  
 

Carol at the Manger (tune of Infant Holy, Infant Lowly) 

Holy Child within the manger, 
Long ago yet ever near; 

Come as friend to ev'ry stranger, 
Come as hope for ev'ry fear. 

As you lived to heal the broken, 
Greet the outcast, free the bound, 
As you taught us love unspoken, 

Teach us now where you are found. 
 

Once again we tell the story' 
How your love for us was shown, 



When the Image of your glory 
Wore an image like our own. 

Come, enlighten with your wisdom, 
Come, and fill us with your grace, 
May the fire of your compassion 

Kindle ev'ry land and race. 
 

Holy Child within the manger, 
Lead us ever in your way, 

So we see in ev'ry stranger 
How you come to us today. 
In our lives and in our living 

Give us strength to live as you, 
That our hearts might be forgiving 

And our spirits strong and true. 

Words by Marty Haugen © 1987 GIA Publications 

 
 

Scripture: Isaiah 40 

Message: Advent Love 
 

 

What Love, My God 

What love my God would bring You down to earth 
What king would take a low and lonely birth 
Yet to this dark and broken place You came 

To sleep beneath the stars that You had made 
 

What love my God would send the Way of Life 
To walk the road rejected and despised 

That You might know the weakness I possess 
And be my rock of strength and righteousness 

 
O Your love my God like a flood 

As heaven opened up pouring out on us 
O praise the King who came to the world 

In His love like a mighty flood 



 
What love my God could hold You to the tree 

To bear that overwhelming debt for me 
The Son of heaven leaves the Father's side 
The Healer bleeds the Life was made to die 

 
What love my God so gracious and extreme 
Was strong enough to come and fight for me 
To go through hell and down into the grave 

And raise me up to see You face to face 
You raise me up to see You face to face 

 
O Your love my God like a flood 

As heaven opened up pouring out on us 
O praise the King who came to the world 

In His love like a mighty flood 
In His love like a mighty flood 

Words and music by Jonny Robinson | Michael Farren | Rich Thompson 
© 2016 CityAlight Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])),  

Farren Love And War Publishing (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])), 
Integrity's Alleluia! Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing (Integrity Music [DC Cook])) 

 

 
Time of Confession: 
As we prepare for Jesus’ coming, we take important time in this Advent 
season to prepare our own hearts. Using a very familiar refrain, we turn to 
God in prayer. Please pray with me. 

Let every heart prepare him room 
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 

God our Creator, Jesus incarnate Christ, Spirit of the living God 
We confess today how hardened our hearts have become. We see news 
stories about death, violence, hatred, destruction, lies and pain and we have 
become so hardened to this suffering that we do not allow ourselves to sit 
there any longer than needed. As we prepare our hearts for your coming, 
would you soften our hearts that you and others might find a gentle place – 
a gentle place to work in and through us, and a gentle place to find your 
comfort and safety? Prepare our hearts, coming Christ. 



Let every heart prepare him room 
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 

We confess our hearts are preoccupied with so many things it is difficult to 
slow down enough to be still. We have meals to prepare, visitors to plan for, 
concerts to attend, work to be done. The hustle and bustle of the season 
catches up with us and our concerns for ourselves and our own lives 
drowns out your still small voice which calls us to a posture of waiting and 
longing. As we prepare our hearts, would you quiet them with your peace 
that we might again find that gentle place - the gentle place where we can 
“be still and know that you are God.” 
Prepare our hearts, coming Christ. 

Let every heart prepare him room 
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 

We lament the hostility of so many hearts, including sometimes our own. 
We ourselves may not experience physical violence and hostility but we 
know so many around the world do each day. We experience the hostility of 
conversations, of political discourse, of faith traditions, and difficult 
relationships. As you prepare our hearts, would you break them enough to 
be gentle, to be understanding, and to have Christ-like humility? Prepare 
our hearts, coming Christ. 

Let every heart prepare him room 
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing 

Prepare our hearts for the greater work of preparation you have for us to do 
this season, O God. Through your Holy Spirit, make us attentive to 
opportunities to share your love and your light with everyone we meet. 
Jesus, we await your coming. We long for your coming. And because of 
your promises, we wait with hope. So once again prepare our hearts this 
day and every day until heaven and nature sings. Amen. 

© 2025 Katie Roelofs, Lamp Post Consultants. All rights reserved. 
 
 



 

Song of Assurance: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming v. 1, 3, 4 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hast sprung; 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, as saints of old have sung. 

It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter 
When half spent was the night. 

 
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, the rose I have in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright she bore to us a Savior 
When half spent was the night. 

 
O Savior, child of Mary, who felt our human woe; 

O Savior, King of glory, who does our weakness know; 
Bring us at length we pray, to the bright courts of heaven 

And into endless day. 

Public Domain 

 
 
God’s Will for our Lives: 1 John 4:7-11 
 
 
Prayer for our Church: 

ALL: 
Father God, Thank you for sending John to prepare the way for Your 
Son. Help us to prepare the way for Jesus with hearts full of love and 
compassion, sharing Your mercy with all.  As we wait in this Advent 
season, fill us with a deeper love for You and for all people, so that we 
may share the joy of Christ’s coming with the world. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen. 
 
 
Prayers of the People: Ed Ritzema 
 
Offering: General Operating Fund 
 
 
 



Blessing 

 

Angels We Have Heard – Doxology 

Praise to God the Father sing, 
Praise to God the Son, our King, 

Praise to God the Spirit be 
Ever and eternally. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Public Domain 

 
Postlude 


