
December 7, 2025 – 10:00 a.m.  
 

Prelude                                Diane Ritzema 
       
Welcome 
     
God’s Call to Worship: Psalm 85: 7-13 

Show us your unfailing love, O God, our Savior, 
ALL: and grant us your salvation. 

 
Listen to what the Lord our God says: 

ALL: he promises peace to his people, who are his beloved  
                 saints. 
 
The Lord will indeed give what is good. 

ALL: Righteousness goes before him and prepares the way   
         for his steps. 
 

May the Lord make his holy face to sine upon us in this time of Advent 
worship.  May we see God’s face and so know peace.  Amen. 

Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition,  
© 2013,Faith Alive Christian Resources. D.1.2.11 

 
 

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus 
Come, Thou long expected Jesus, 

Born to set Thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us; 

Let us find our rest in Thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation, 

Hope of all the earth Thou art; 
Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

 
Born Thy people to deliver, 
Born a Child and yet a King, 
Born to reign in us forever, 

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring. 



By Thine own eternal Spirit 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By Thine all sufficient merit, 

Raise us to Thy glorious throne. 

Arrangement Don Chapman © 2004 Hearts to God 
 

 
God’s Greeting and Mutual Greetings 
 
Advent Candle Lighting      The Kialanda Family 

Leader: Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.” On this second Sunday in Advent, we light 
the Christ candle to remind ourselves that in Christ Jesus, Emmanuel - God 
with us - God has made a way. 
 

(Light Christ candle) 
 

Leader: Because of Christ, we light this candle of Hope. (light first candle)  
And today we light this candle of Peace. We pause to acknowledge that for 
some, the angels’ cry of “peace on earth and goodwill to all” feels very far 
off. We hold the tension: Jesus has made a way, yet at times that way feels 
distant or hidden from our sight. May the growing light of Christ illumine our 
path. 

(Second candle is lit.) 
 

The candle of Peace reminds us of Isaiah’s promised peace: a vision of 
shalom for the flourishing of all people, and the healing of creation. We wait 
for this day of peace. Make a way, Lord Jesus. 
    

 

Make a Way 

Come, Son of God, and make us new; 
Light of the world, our hearts renew. 

Hope in our inner darkness lies: 
Oh, healing sun of justice rise! 

 
Come, promised since our Eden's end; 

Child of the woman, come defend. 



Long have we felt the serpent's sting: 
Come, strike his head, and mercy bring! 

 
O make a way! Open wide the gates. 

O make a way through the sorrow and the pain. 
O make a way though the road is dark and winding. 

O come, come! 
 

Come, Son of Man, to show the way. 
O, through the tears may we see the day. 

So long did we in darkness dwell. 
Come down to break the chains of hell! 

 
O make a way! Open wide the gates. 

O make a way through the sorrow and the pain. 
O make a way though the road is dark and winding. 

O come, come! 

words and music by Isaac Wardell, Kate Bluett and Paul Zach © 2021 Integrity's Alleluia! Music/Kate 
Bluett Music/Paul Zach Publishing 

 
 

Time of Confession, Lament and Assurance 

Emmanuel, God with us. In this Advent season we stand in the midst 
of this truth: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Because of your life, death, and resurrection you have made a way for 
peace.  
 

Silence 
 

God, we confess that we have not lived as people of peace that have 
worked to make all things well. Our words have wounded, we have 
held grudges that harden our hearts. We are slow to forgive and slow 
to work for justice and mercy. We turn away from the suffering of our 
neighbors, choosing comfort over compassion. For the times in our 
lives where we have not lived and worked for peace, we ask for your 
forgiveness in these moments of silent prayer. 
 

Silence 



God, all things are not well and we do not always understand why. So 
we lament the brokenness of this world. We lament violence that 
destroys peace and divides people. We lament injustice that crushes 
the poor and silences the vulnerable. We lament the pain of illness in 
our bodies and our souls. We lament death, grief, loneliness, and 
despair. Creation is groaning, and we groan with it, crying out for your 
peace. Hear our silent prayers of lament. 
 

Silence 
 

God of promise, God of peace, you have not abandoned your people. 
Through the prophet Isaiah you have spoken of a peaceable kingdom: 
a shoot from the stump of Jesse, a child who shall lead, a day when 
the wolf shall dwell with the lamb and none shall hurt or destroy on all 
your holy mountain. In Christ Jesus, your peace has come near. In 
Christ Jesus, your peace has made a way. We long for the day when 
all will be well. Until that day, make us channels of your peace, 
beacons of your hope, and children who walk in your way. Amen. 

 
 

Come Now, O Prince of Peace 

Come now, O Prince of peace: 
Make us one body. 

Come, O Lord Jesus; 
reconcile your people. 

 
Come now, O God of love, 

make us one body 
Come, O Lord Jesus; 
reconcile your people. 

 
Come now and set us free, 

O God our Savior. 
Come, O Lord Jesus; 
reconcile all nations. 

 
Come,  Hope of unity; 

make us one body. 



Come, O Lord Jesus; 
reconcile all nations. 

Words and music by Geonyong Lee © 1991 WGRG the Iona Community, admin. GIA publications 

 
 
Prayer for our Church: 

ALL: 
Gracious God, Thank You for the promise of peace through 
Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Fill our hearts with Your Spirit so we, 
and all in our world, may live in harmony with one another.  Bless 
us and our church with wisdom and help us to serve others with 
kindness and humility. Make us instruments of Jesus’ hope and 
harmony in our homes, our church, our community and our 
world. In Your Son’s name, Amen. 
 

 
Prayers of the People: Jestine Ivy 
 

Comfort, Comfort 

Comfort, comfort now my people; 
speak of peace:  so says our God. 
Comfort those who sit in darkness, 

mourning under sorrow’s load. 
Cry out to Jerusalem 

of the peace that waits for them; 
Tell her that her sins I cover 
and her warfare now is over. 

 
Then make straight what long was crooked; 

make the rougher places plain. 
Let your hearts be true and humble, 

as befits his holy reign. 
For the glory of the Lord 

now on earth is shed abroad, 
And all flesh shall see the token 
that God’s word is never broken. 

Public Domain 

 



Scripture: Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

Message: Advent Peace 

 
(Families may pick up children from Children’s Worship during the song) 

 
With Joy, I heard my Friends Exclaim 

With joy I heard my friends exclaim: 
“Come, let us in God’s temple meet.” 

Within your gates, O Zion blest, 
shall ever stand our willing feet. 

 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Zion, sing; sing out your peace and joy. 

 
For Zion’s peace let prayers be made; 

may all that love you prosper well! 
Within your walls let peace abide, 

and gladness with your children dwell. 
 

Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Zion, sing; sing out your peace and joy. 

 
For love of friends and kindred dear, 

My heart’s desire is Zion’s peace, 
And for the house of God, the Lord, 
My loving care shall never cease. 

 
Come, let us go to the house of the Lord. 
Zion, sing; sing out your peace and joy. 

Words: Psalter, 1912, alt.; ref. Hal H. Hopson © 2008 Birnamwood Publications, a division of 
MorningStarMusic Publishers, Inc. 

 
 
Lord’s Supper 

The Lord be with you. 
ALL: And also with you. 

 



Lift up your hearts. 
ALL: We lift them to the Lord. 

 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

ALL: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is our joy to give you thanks and praise, O God of hope. In the beginning, 
you spoke light into darkness and set before your people the promise of a 
future filled with peace. Through prophets like Isaiah, you gave us a vision 
of nations streaming to your mountain, of swords beaten into plowshares 
and war being no more. In every age, you have called your people to walk in 
your light and to wait in hope for your coming kingdom. Yet we confess: 
waiting is not easy. With all creation, we groan for redemption, longing for 
what we do not yet see. Still, your Spirit sustains us with patience and in 
Christ Jesus, you have given us a sure and living hope. Therefore we join 
our voices with all the saints and angels and the whole creation to proclaim 
the glory of your name. 
 

ALL SING: 
All creation, join in praising 
God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 
To the eternal Three in One: 

Come and worship, come and worship 
Worship Christ the newborn King 

 
Blessed are you, O Christ, the light of the world. In you, the hopes and fears 
of all the years are met. You came among us, full of grace and truth, walking 
our roads, knowing our sorrows, bearing our sin, and breaking the power of 
sin and death. Through your cross and resurrection, you have made a way 
where there was no way. 

© 2025 Katie Roelofs, Lamp Post Consultants. All rights reserved. 

 
Pour out your Spirit upon the whole earth and bring in your new creation. 
Gather your church together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, 
where peace and justice are revealed, that we, with all your people of every 
language, race, and nation, may share the banquet you have promised. 
 



ALL: 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, 

all honor and glory are yours forever. Amen. 
 

Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition,  
© 2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources 8.2.9.10 

 
 
As we draw near to the table of our Lord, let us stand and confess our 

Christian faith: 

ALL: 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord, 
            Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
            And born of the virgin Mary. 
            He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
            Was crucified, died, and was buried; 
            He descended to hell. 
            The third day he rose again from the dead. 
            He ascended to heaven 
            And is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
            From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
            The holy catholic church 
            The communion of saints 
            The forgiveness of sins, 
            The resurrection of the body, 
            And the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: This is my body, given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 
In the same way, after supper, he took the cup, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Distribution of the Bread 
 



(As the Bread is Shared) 

The body of Christ, given for you. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Distribution of the Cup 
  

(As the Cup is Shared) 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
ALL: Thanks be to God. 

Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition,  
© 2013,Faith Alive Christian Resources. 8.4.2.3 

 
Strengthen us, O God in the power of your Spirit to bring good news to 
the poor 
and lift blind eyes to sight, to loose the chains that bind and claim your 
blessing for all people. 
Keep us faithful in your service until Christ comes in final victory and 
we shall feast with all your saints in the joy of your eternal realm. 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 
glory and honor are yours, almighty God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition,  
© 2013,Faith Alive Christian  Resources D.8.5.2.1 

 
 
Offering: General Operating Fund 
 

Song of Response: Hark, The Herald Angels Sing 

Hark!  The herald angels sing,  “Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of the virgin’s womb. 

Veiled in flesh the God-head see; hail the incarnate Deity, 



Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Immanuel. 
 

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace!  Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from earth, born to give us second birth. 

 
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!” 

Public Domain 

            
Blessing 
 

Angels We have Heard on High - Doxology 

Praise to God the Father sing, 
Praise to God the Son, our King, 

Praise to God the Spirit be 
Ever and eternally. 

Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 

Public Domain 

 
Postlude 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Unless otherwise attributed,  
readings and prayers of the people  
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