
August 9, 2026 ~ 10:00 Service 

*Indicates we will rise in body or spirit 

Prelude      Diane Ritzema 
 
Welcome  
       
Call to Worship:    

People of God, worship the living God today! Remember that out of 
nothing God created the heavens and earth. Remember that God 
raised Jesus form the powerlessness of death to the power of his right 
hand. Remember that not even the gates of hell can stand against 
God’s purposes. Behold your God, who reigns now and forever! 

“Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition,  
© 2013,Faith Alive Christian Resources.” 1.2.31 

 

 
*Songs of Praise: A Mighty Fortress is our God 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; 
Our helper he, amid the flood, of mortal ills prevailing. 

For still our ancient foe does seek to work us woe; 
His craft and power are great, and armed with cruel hate, 

On earth is not his equal. 
 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 
Were not the right Man on our side, the Man of God’s own choosing. 

You ask who that may be?  Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same; 

And he must win the battle. 
 

That word above all earthly powers—no thanks to them—abideth; 
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth. 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
The body they may kill:  God’s truth abideth still; 

His kingdom is forever! 
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God is Our Refuge and our Strength 

God is our refuge and our strength, 
Our ever-present aid, 

And therefore, though the earth be moved, 
We will not be afraid— 

Though hills into the seas be cast, 
Though foaming waters roar, 

Though all the mighty billows shake 
The mountains on the shore. 

 
O come and see what wondrous works 

The hand of God has done; 
Come, see what desolation great 

He brings beneath the sun. 
In every corner of the earth 
He causes wars to cease; 

The weapons of the strong destroyed, 
He makes abiding peace. 

 
“Be still and know that I am God, 
The Lord whom all must claim; 
And every nation of the earth 

Shall magnify my name.” 
The Lord of hosts is on our side, 

Our safety to secure; 
The God of Jacob is for us 
A refuge strong and sure. 
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God’s Greeting/Mutual Greetings 
 
 
Prayer of Confession:  

Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave, you shattered the power 
of sin and death. We confess that we often remain captive to doubt 
and fear, bound by the ways that lead to death. There are times we 
overlook the poor and the hungry or pass by those who mourn. There 



are times when we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed or indifferent 
to calls for peace. There are times we despise the weak or abuse the 
earth you created. Forgive us, God of mercy. Help us to trust your 
power to change our lives and make us new, that we may know the joy 
of life abundant given in Jesus Christ, the risen Lord. Amen. 

“Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition,  
© 2013,Faith Alive Christian Resources.”  N.2.2.1 

 
 

 

Song of Assurance: My Soul Finds Rest in God Alone 

My soul finds rest in God alone, 
My rock and my salvation; 

A fortress strong against my foes, 
And I will not be shaken. 

Though lips may bless and hearts may curse, 
And lies like arrows pierce me, 

I’ll fix my heart on righteousness, 
I’ll look to him who hears me. 

 
O praise him, hallelujah, 

My delight and my reward; 
Everlasting, never failing, 
My Redeemer, my God. 

 
Find rest my soul in God alone 
Amid the world’s temptations; 
When evil seeks to take a hold 

I’ll cling to my salvation. 
Though riches come and riches go, 

Don’t set your heart upon them; 
The fields of hope in which I sow 

Are harvested in heaven. 
 

O praise him, hallelujah, 
My delight and my reward; 
Everlasting, never failing, 
My Redeemer, my God. 



I’ll set my gaze on God alone 
And trust in him completely; 

With every day pour out my soul 
And he will prove his mercy. 

Though life is but a fleeting breath, 
A sigh too brief to measure, 

My King has crushed the curse of death 
And I am his forever. 

 
O praise him, hallelujah, 

My delight and my reward; 
Everlasting, never failing, 
My Redeemer, my God. 

 
O praise him, hallelujah, 

My delight and my reward; 
Everlasting, never failing, 
My Redeemer, my God. 

Aaron Keyes | Stuart Townend © 2007 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

 
 

Profession of our Faith – Our World Belongs to God, stanzas 1-2: 

As followers of Jesus Christ, living in this world— 
which some seek to control, and others view with despair— 
we declare with joy and trust: 
 
ALL: Our world belongs to God! 
 
From the beginning, through all the crises of our times, 
until the kingdom fully comes, God keeps covenant forever: 
 
ALL: Our world belongs to God! 

 God is King: Let the earth be glad! 
 Christ is victor: his rule has begun! 
 The Spirit is at work: creation is renewed! 
 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! 

 
 



Song of Preparation: Like a River Glorious 

Like a river glorious is God’s perfect peace, 
Over all victorious in its bright increase: 
Perfect, yet still flowing fuller every day; 

Perfect, yet still growing deeper all the way. 
 

Trusting in the Father, hearts are fully blest, 
Finding, as he promised, perfect peace and rest. 

 
Hidden in the hollow of his mighty hand, 

Where no harm can follow, in his strength we stand. 
We may trust him fully all for us to do; 

Those who trust him wholly find him wholly true. 
 

Trusting in the Father, hearts are fully blest, 
Finding, as he promised, perfect peace and rest. 
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Scripture:  Psalm 46  

Message:  God is Our Refuge and Strength  
 

 

*Songs of Response: He Will Hold Me Fast 

When I fear my faith will fail 
Christ will hold me fast 

When the tempter would prevail 
He will hold me fast 

I could never keep my hold 
Through life's fearful path 
For my love is often cold 

He must hold me fast 
 

He will hold me fast 
He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so 
He will hold me fast 



 
Those He saves are His delight 

Christ will hold me fast 
Precious in His holy sight 

He will hold me fast 
He'll not let my soul be lost 

His Promises shall last 
Bought by Him at such a cost 

He will hold me fast 
 

He will hold me fast 
He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so 
He will hold me fast 

 
For my life He bled and died 

Christ will hold me fast 
Justice has been satisfied 

He will hold me fast 
Raised with Him to endless life 

He will hold me fast 
Till our faith is turned to sight 

When He comes at last 
 

He will hold me fast 
He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so 
He will hold me fast 

 
He will hold me fast 
He will hold me fast 

For my Savior loves me so 
He will hold me fast 

Ada Ruth Habershon | Matthew Merker © 2013 Getty Music Publishing  
(Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) Matthew Merker Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.) 

 
 
 



Be Still and Know 

Be still and know that I am God, 
Be still and know that I am God, 
Be still and know that I am God. 

 
The Lord Almighty is our God, 
The Lord Almighty is our God, 
The Lord Almighty is our God. 

 
In you, O Lord, we put our trust. 
In you, O Lord, we put our trust. 
In you, O Lord, we put our trust. 

Words and music Anonymous, arr. Jack Schrader. © 1989 Hope Publishing Company 

 
Prayer for our Church: 

ALL: 

God of Jacob, you are our refuge  our fortress, our strength, our 
rock.  What a comfort to know that you never leave or forsake us, 
and that we can rely on your strength to uphold us  every day. 
Help us as Grace Church to seek your wisdom to lead and guide 
us. May we be still before you, and know that you are God. Amen. 

   
 
Prayers of the People: Eleanor Lamsma 
 
Offering: General Operating Fund  
   
*Benediction 
 

*Doxology: Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above ye heavenly host 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Amen!  Amen! 
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