SEPTEMBER 20, 2026 ~ 10:00Am SERVICE
*INDICATES WE WILL RISE IN BODY OR SPIRIT

Prelude Diane Ritzema

Welcome

Call to Worship:
“Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made heaven and earth.”

ALL: What did God do to help us?
God chose the people of Israel to make a new beginning.

ALL: They received God’s covenant and prepared the way for Jesus
to come as our Savior.

Let us worship the God of the covenant, the God of heaven and earth.

Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition,
© 2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources. 1.2.33

*Songs of Praise: How Great Thou Art

O Lord my God, when | in awesome wonder
Consider all the worlds Thy hand hath made,
| see the stars, | hear the rolling thunder
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

And when | think that God His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, | scarce can take it in,
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great thou art!



Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

When Christ shall come, with shouts of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.
Then | shall bow in humble adoration,

And there proclaim, “My God, how great Thou art!”

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee;
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

Words and music by Stuart K Hine© 1953, 1981 Manna Music, Inc.
(Administration: USA All rights by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

Come, Thou fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing Thy grace.
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,

call for songs of loudest praise.

Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above.

Praise the mount—I'm fixed upon it—
mount of God’s redeeming love.

Here | find my greatest treasure;
hither by thy help I've come;
And | hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
bought me with his precious blood.

Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I’'m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
bind my wand’ring heart to Thee:
Prone to wander, Lord, | feel it,



prone to leave the God | love.
Here’'s my heart, Lord, take and seal it,
seal it for Thy courts above.

Words and music: Public Domain

God’s Greeting / Mutual Greetings

Time of Confession:

God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive
us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us
confess our sin to God in prayer.

Holy God, we groan at our weaknesses, and we ask forgiveness. Your Word is
so clear, and your grace is so good. But we close our ears to your call, and with
our pride we often misuse the gifts you have given us. Like your servant Paul,
we know what you require of us; yet, like Paul, what we do is not the good we
want to do, and the evil we do not want to do, that evil we keep on doing. We
mistreat those we love, and we dishonor you, the One who made us. How long,
O Lord, will we continue to ignore your will? Yet you provide streams of living
mercy; you invite us again and again to live renewed lives. So we turn once again
to the cross, to the empty cross, to the stone rolled away, to our Lord Jesus Christ
seated at your right hand, to the gracious gift of your Spirit. We seek your
forgiveness through Jesus Christ, our Savior. We recall your promises, and we
ask once again simply for mercy. With your Holy Spirit, sanctify us. Hear our
prayer, O Lord, for we ask it in Christ's name. Amen.

Reprinted by permission from The Worship Sourcebook, Second Edition,
© 2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources. 2.1.12, 2.2.26

Song of Assurance: His Mercy is More

What love could remember no wrongs we have done?
Omniscient, all knowing, He counts not their sum.
Thrown into a sea without bottom or shore,

Our sins they are many; His mercy is more.

What patience would wait as we constantly roam?
What Father, so tender, is calling us home?



He welcomes the weakest, the vilest, the poor.
Our sins they are many; His mercy is more.

Praise the Lord, His mercy is more.
Stronger than darkness, new ev'ry morn.
Our sins they are many; His mercy is more.

What riches of kindness He lavished on us.
His blood was the payment; His life was the cost.
We stood ‘neath a debt we could never afford.
Our sins they are many; His mercy is more.

Praise the Lord, His mercy is more.
Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn.
Our sins they are many; His mercy is more.

Praise the Lord, His mercy is more.
Stronger than darkness, new ev’ry morn.
Our sins they are many; His mercy is more.
Our sins they are many; His mercy is more.

Words and music by Matt Papa and Matt Boswell © 2016 Getty Music Hymns and Songs, Getty Music
Publishing, Love Your Enemies Publishing, Messenger Hymns

God’s Will for Our Lives: Ephesians 2:8-10

Song of Preparation: Holy Spirit
Holy Spirit, living Breath of God,
Breathe new life into my willing soul;
Bring the presence of the risen Lord,
To renew my heart and make me whole.
Cause Your Word to come alive in me;
Give me faith for what | cannot see.
Give me passion for Your purity;
Holy Spirit breathe new life in me.

Holy spirit, come abide within;
May Your joy be seen in all | do.
Love enough to cover every sin



In each thought and deed and attitude.
Kindness to the greatest and the least;
Gentleness that sows the path of peace.
Turn my strivings into works of grace;
Breath of God, show Christ in all | do.

Holy Spirit, from creations birth,
Giving life to all that God has made.
Show Your power once again on Earth,
Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways.
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise;
Lead us on the road of sacrifice,

That in unity the face of Christ
May be clear for all the world to see.

Words and music by Keith Getty | Stuart Townend
© 2006 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

Scripture: Ephesians 6:15-17
Message: Readiness

*Songs of Response: O Church Arise

O church arise, and put your armor on;

Hear the call of Christ our Captain.
For now the weak can say that they are strong

In the strength that God has given.
With shield of faith and belt of truth,
We'll stand against the devil’s lies;

And army bold, whose battle cry is love,
Reaching out to those in darkness.

Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet,
As the Son of God is stricken,;
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet,
For the Conqueror has risen!
And as the stone is rolled away,
And Christ emerges from the grave,
This vic'try march continues till the day



Every eye and heart shall see Him.

So Spirit come, put strength in ev’ry stride,
Give grace for ev'ry hurdle,

That we may run with faith to win the prize
Of a servant good and faithful.
As saints of old still line the way,
Retelling triumphs of His grace,

We hear their calls and hunger for the day

When with Christ we stand in Glory.

Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend © 2005 Thankyou Music/Worshiptogether.com songs

He Will Hold Me Fast

When | fear my faith will fail
Christ will hold me fast
When the tempter would prevalil
He will hold me fast
| could never keep my hold
Through life's fearful path
For my love is often cold
He must hold me fast

He will hold me fast

He will hold me fast
For my Savior loves me so

He will hold me fast

Those He saves are His delight
Christ will hold me fast
Precious in His holy sight
He will hold me fast
He'll not let my soul be lost
His Promises shall last
Bought by Him at such a cost
He will hold me fast

He will hold me fast
He will hold me fast



For my Savior loves me so
He will hold me fast

For my life He bled and died
Christ will hold me fast
Justice has been satisfied
He will hold me fast
Raised with Him to endless life
He will hold me fast
Till our faith is turned to sight
When He comes at last

He will hold me fast

He will hold me fast
For my Savior loves me so

He will hold me fast

He will hold me fast
He will hold me fast

For my Savior loves me so

He will hold me fast

Ada Ruth Habershon | Matthew Merker © 2013 Getty Music Publishing (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)
Matthew Merker Music (Admin. by Music Services, Inc.)

Prayer for our Church:

ALL:
Almighty God, Help us to walk in peace, knowing that you will hold us fast
in our salvation, and equip us with the faith to face the challenges ahead of
us. May Grace Church wear the Armor of God in humble service to You. In
Jesus, our Savior, Amen.

Prayers of the People: Ed Ritzema
Offering: Christian Education Fund

*Benediction



Postlude

*Doxology: By the Sea of Crystal

By the sea of crystal saints in glory stand,
Myriads in number, drawn from every land.
Robed in white apparel, washed in Jesus’ blood,
They now reign in heaven with the Lamb of God.

Out of tribulation, death, and Satan’s hand,
They have been translated at the Lord’s command.
In their hands they’re holding palms of victory.
Hark! The jubilant chorus shouts triumphantly:

“Unto God Almighty, sitting on the throne,
And the Lamb, victorious, be the praise alone.”
God has wrought salvation; he did wondrous things.
Who shall not extol thee, holy King of kings!

Public Domain



