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At one time or another, someone has probably said this to you and it
likely made you feel loved and cared for.

At Grace Church, one of the special ways we can show our love and
concern to others is through our Tables of Grace. On the first Sunday of
every month, we gather around tables in our fellowship hall to share our
concerns and joys, and to pray for each other.

We are given the opportunity to express answers to prayers as well as
requests for prayers. Then we open our hearts to God as we pray for

each other.

We want to be known as a praying and
caring church and we don't want anyone
to feel left out.

We invite you to
join us for an
opportunity to
bring your
concerns and
joys to others
and receive the
gift of intentional prayer and caring.

Philippians 4:6-7 (NIV):

‘Do not be anxious about anything, but in
every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends
all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus."
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OUR NEXT SERMON SERIES

Change is a part of each of our lives. Some
changes are exciting—Ilike a child going to
the next grade in school, or beginning a new
job. Some changes are more difficult to
process—like loss of independence, or
illnesses, or anything that moves us out of
our comfort zones. The sermon series
"God's Call =~ Our Response” hopes to
address how we process change by looking
at some people in the Bible who were called
by od to step out in faith, noticing how they
responded to God’s call, and then applying
that to our own situations.

The theme song for this series is “He Will
Hold Me Fast” by Ada Ruth Habershon and
Matthew Merker (see the words to the right
and link to Youtube below). The lyrics of this
song remind us that no matter what we are
going through, Christ will hold us. He will
carry us, He will never let us go. His promises
will last, and His love will never fail.

Join us on May 31 with open hearts
and minds as we reflect on our
response to God'’s call.

GOD CALLS MOSES

Exodus 3-4

*God calls us when
ink we are
moaost ungualified

Visit Youtube to see a video of
the theme song:
youtube.com/watch?v=bQNWF-
g2rdA&list=RDbQNWF-q2rdA&start_radio=1

He Will Hold Me Fast

Ada Ruth Habershon | Matthew Merker

©2013 Getty Music Publishing

(Admin. By Music Services, Inc.) Matthew Merker

Music (Admin. By Music Services, Inc.)

When | fear my faith will fail
Christ will hold me fast
When the tempter would prevail
He will hold me fast
| could never keep my hold
Through life’s fearful path
For my love is often cold
He must hold me fast

(Chorus) He will hold me fast

He will hold me fast
For my Savior loves me so
He will hold me fast

Those He saves are His delight
Christ will hold me fast
Precious in His holy sight
He will hold me fast
He’ll not let my soul be lost
His Promises shall last
Bought by Him at such a cost
He will hold me fast

(Chorus)

For my life He bled and died
Christ will hold me fast
Justice has been satisfied
He will hold me fast
Raised with Him to endless life
He will hold me fast
Till our faith is turned to sight
When He comes at last

(Chorus x2)
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The teachings in
the confessions
are teachings
that we, as a
body, agree on.

Mary L. Vanden Berg,
Ph.D., I5 a professor
of systematic theol-
ogy. emerita, for
Calvin Theological
Seminary. She lives in
Byron Center, Mich.,
and attends LaGrave
CRC. She is author of
Aguinas, Science, and
Human Unigueness.

This We Believe

EVEN IF YOU HAVE been barely listen-
ing to decisions made in the Christian
Reformed Church over the past several
years, you have heard the term “confes-
sional church” tossed around. You
might have quietly wondered what
exactly this means. What does it mean
to be “confessional”? What are these
documents we refer Lo as "confessions"?
Perhaps you already know the answers
to these questions but, if not, | hope to
offer a brief introduction suggesting
that confessions are historical, biblical,
communal, and ecumenical.

Each of the confessional documents
we will examine in this column—The
Belgic Confession, The Heidelberg
Catechism, and the Canons af
Dordt—arose in a particular histori-
cal situation. Quite often, after the
Reformation began, the purpose of
these documents was to clearly point
out differences between the beliefs of
the Reformers and those of the Roman
Catholic Church. The historical nature
of these documents, however, in no
way suggests that they are irrelevant
to the church today.,

These documents, which were often
born in times of conflict, summa-
rized various biblical teachings—
doctrines—to clearly demonstrate that
their answers to the questions of their
time were grounded in Scripture. As
summaries of biblical teaching, the
confessions are not more important

or even have the same importance as
the Bible. Rather, they are based on the
Bible. Thus, insofar as the teachings in
the confessions accurately reflect the
teaching of the Bible, we continue to
affirm them as doctrines we believe.

Confessions—doctrines we believe—
are also communal reflections on
theological topics. We are not lone
walves. We are part of a community
known as the Christian Reformed
Church, a little denomination that is
part of the larger body of "Reformed”

churches, which are part of the still-
larger body of Christ, Our confessions
reflect a sort of "group thinking” on
important issues, a consensus among
us regarding how to understand partic-
ular theological topics. For example,
the Canons of Dort were composed to
defend the Reformed emphasis onthe
sovereignty of God in salvation against
a perceived challenge to that doctrine
by the followers of Jacob Arminius.
The Canons were not written in isola-
tion, but by a consensus of Reformed
thinkers coming together to consider
what exactly “we believe” about these
teachings.

The teachings in the confessions,
therefore, are teachings that we, asa
body, agree on. They help identify us
by telling us who we are and are not
and what we do and do not believe.
In that way they also form a bound-
ary around us, offering a standard of
orthodoxy for our group.

It is worth remembering that this sort
of thinking can be abused. It is good to
affirm together that our interpretation
of various biblical truths is correct. But
particularly at the confessional level,
we must do sowith humility, what
Richard Mouw calls “convicted civility.”
In other words, we should not suggest
that those who interpret Scripture
differently than we do are either not
Christians or, worse yet, going to hell.
That knowledge belongs to God alone.

The final aspect of confessions is that
they are ecumenical. That is, we hold
some of the teachings in our confes-
sions in common with others in the
wider body of Christ. For example,
most of the first half of the Belgic
Confession is widely shared through-
out the Christian Church. Thus, our
confessions are communal in the
sense that they draw us together as
Reformed, and that they bring us
together with Christians from many
different backgrounds who confess
with us, “We believe!” @

“This We Believe, January/February” Copyright © 2026 The Banner, Christian Reformed Church in N.A.

All rights reserved. Used by permission. //TheBanner.org
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11 Commencing a Lifetime of Learning
- - “F“

What would you tell a young man or woman about to
graduate? One of the most common messages
commencement speakers share is that graduates are indeed
commencing. They are only just beginning to learn.

(_}:uwm."mﬁ:ﬁa:d!’

While they may rightly feel proud of finishing school, a few
months in the working world often reveal how much they still
do not know.

Christians who love God with their minds understand that truth frees us from
ignorance and superstition. They also know that the joy of learning brings deep
satisfaction and, in time, wisdom. That wisdom helps us evaluate what we have learned
and use it well, so that knowledge becomes a tool for growth and faithful living.

Juneteenth 2026 is on Friday, June 19, 2026. As a
federal holiday in the United States, it ]UNETEENTH
commemorates the end of slavery, specifically
honoring June 19, 1865, when freedom was
announced in Texas. Celebrations nationwide
feature community festivals, educational events,
and parades, with major events scheduled
throughout mid-June 2026.

“Won't it be wonderful when Black history, Native American history, Jewish history,
and all of U.S. history is taught from one book, Just U.S. History.”
Quote: Maya Angelou, Author and Human Rights Activist

e —

A Child’s Favorite Word

A 6-year-old boy attended a church conference with his parents. After listening for a short while,
he began to fidget in his seat. To help him settle down, his mother handed him a notepad and
pencil and suggested he make a mark every time the speaker said the word “and.”

Before long, the boy grew restless again. “Would you like to listen for a different word?” his mother
whispered. “Yes,” he replied. “I'd like to listen for ‘Amen.”

— @ — —— — — J
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Called Friends by Christ

According to John's Gospel, Jesus said to those who

knew him best, “No longer do | call you servants, for the servant

does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends. ... You did not
choose me, but | chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit”
(John 15:15-16, ESV).

The depth of Christ’s friendship is seen in his willingness to give his life for his friends
— and for us as well. “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his
life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what | command you” (John 15:13-
14, ESV).

By obeying our Lord and showing love to others, we demonstrate our friendship with

Christ. Friendship with Christ and with one another is, according to the Christian
layman and president Woodrow Wilson, “the only cement that will hold the world
together.”

Bible Quiz

King David wanted to build a glorious temple for worshiping God and for
housing the ark of the covenant. God, however, did not permit him to build
it. Instead, God chose Solomon, David’s son, to head up the building
program. Why wasn’t David allowed the honor of building the temple?

A. David was getting too old to supervise
such an undertaking.
B. David had been a warrior and had shed blood.
C. David had stopped taking God seriously.
D. David’s attention was required elsewhere.

Answer on page 9
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

VOLUNTEERS: Please use the most recent schedule you have received.

Changes may have been made since these schedules have been printed.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Jun 7 Diane Ritzema
Jun 14 Eleanor Lamsma
Jun 21 EdRitzema

Jun 28 Tom Huisenga

QO CHILDCARE
ess.ng Jun 7 LauraSoucek

Jun 14 Maria Kialanda
Jun 21 Kaitlyn VanKuiken
Jun 28 (none needed)

GREETERS

Jun 7 Eleanor Lamsma / Mary LeWan

Jun 14 Tom & Darlene Huisenga
Jun 21 Pat Schuurman / Karen Buikema
Jun 28 Eleanor Lamsma / Theresa Dybala

ACCOMPANISTS

Jun 7 Diane
Jun 14 Diane / Pedro
Jun 21 Bob / Diane

Jun 7 Jei Wilson / Eleanor Lamsma Jun 28 Pedro

PRAYER ROOM

Jun 14 Tom Huisenga / Mary LeWan
Jun 21 Theresa Dybala / Bob Cooper
Jun 28 Diane Ritzema / Theresa Dybala

TECH TEAM:  PROJECTION SOUND

Jun 7 Dave Phillips Chris VanKuiken
Jun 14 Sofia Kialanda  Ed Ritzema

Jun 21 Dave Phillips Pedro Kialanda
Jun 28 Ed Ritzema Chris VanKuiken

6|Page



Won't You Be My ...
Spiritual Giant?

FEW CHRISTIAN living books have a
premise as unique as Lori G. Melton's
Journey with a Giant. The Allegan,
Mich.-based spiritual director shares
her formative journey with Mister
(Fred) Rogers as she guides readers in
choosing their own “giant” of the faith.

Drawing from Hebrews 12 and the

“cloud of witnesses" described there,
Melton demonstrates how everyday
Christians can be more deeply formed
in Christlikeness as they are discipled
and mentored by believers, both famous
and obscure, who have gone before us,
It's iron sharpening iron across time and
space, and it's exhilarating.

One of the features | relished in the
book is the mini profiles of various
gilants whom current-day believ-

ers have chosen. Take Hadewijch of
Antwerp, born in 1200; Rembrandt
van Rijn; and a woman who was on
the Mayflower, chosen as a giant by
her l4th-generation descendant. An
Assemblies of God minister chose John
Calvin as her giant, lauding his love
for Scripture and his social justice
work in his church community. (This
last example proves that theologi-
cal diversity is acceptable and even
welcome when choosing a giant with
whom to walk.)

Jackie Robinson, Desmond Tutu,
Harriet Tubman, Origen, and many
others are profiled here by those
who have grown in their faith thanks
to these giants and their examples.
Of course, it helps if there is quite

a bit written about or by the giants
themselves.

Melton, who attends a Bible church,
chose Mister Rogers, whom she calls
“Fred” throughout the book. Rogers
was a devout believer, a Presbyterian
minister who felt called to show
compassion and kindness to chil-
dren through his beloved TV program

Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood. Readers
will be encouraged and moved by
Rogers’ faith life, a life of acceptance
and love fueled by a steady practice

of spiritual silence. Once Melton read
everything she could get her hands on /
about “Fred,” she moved on to his spiri-
tual mentor, Henri Nouwen, finding

a golden thread of meaning between
Nouwen's Christian walk and Rogers',
a thread that now winds its way
through her life.

Readers might consider going through
the book twice: once to understand the
concept of journeying with a giant and
again to guide their journey.

“1 had grown accustomed to shar-
ing life with spiritual companions,
taking them my guestions and fears,
and letting their lives speak into
mine,” Melton writes. These compan-
ions don't replace Christ, but rather
instruct and encourage believers

&
to discover new insights about him
through their lives and writings.

As [ read through the book, | wondered
whom [ might choose as my own

giant. | was drawn to women writers

1 admired, including Jane Austen and
Madeleine Engle, but could not pick
which one to “journey” with. Upon
cleaning out my bookshelf, | found two
unread books about UEngle, includ-
ing one about her faith journey. Aha,

I thought 1 had found my giant, a

voice that would call me deeper

as | journeyed on the way of Jesus.
{(Waterbrook) @

Lorilee Craker, a native of
wWinnipeg, Man., lives in

Grand Rapids, Mich,. The
author of 16 books, she is

the Mixed Media editor of

The Bonner. Her latest book

is called Ear Like a Heroine:
Nourish and Flourish With
Bookish Stars From Anne of ‘

Green Gables to Zora Neale Hurston,

“Won’t You be My...Spiritual Giant?, January/February” Copyright © 2026 The Banner, Christian Reformed Church in N.A. All rights

reserved. Used by permission. //TheBanner.org
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TC@HE GRADS

and their families:

o

stro and
COuU geous.
Do not he afraid,

Do not ke discouraged,

foxr the Lord
vyour God
8 with you

erever
you go.

Joshua 1:0D

TRISTEN MULDER-NAVARETTE AIDEN SOUCEK
Bradley-Bourbonnais High School Graduate Chicago Christian High School Graduate
Looking in to attending Junior College. ~ gWill at d lowa State for Engineering

Son of Rob & Laura Soucek
‘Grandson of Ken & Carol Schutt

Grandson of Rich & Bonnie I\/Iulder .

THE GREATEST
GAME EVER
PLA"ED WAS O\
AWI DNESDAY
W Cl.EVELAND.

SAM LAMSMA

BENLAMSMA

JOSHUA LAMSMA
> S

Calvin University Graduate State University of [\\I&r Yerk = High School Graduate
Pursuing Employment Graduate o Fort Collins, CO
in Denver, CO Internship at Argonne Attending Dordt
National Laboratory University this fall
~ Grandsons of Attending Texas Tech in August
Eleanor Lamsma~  pursuing a masters & doctorate in meteorB’logy
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Reflecting the Father's Name

Renowned actor Sidney Poitier once said, “l decided in my life that
| would do nothing that did not reflect positively on my father's life.”
For those blessed with a father they admire and respect, such a
decision can be deeply shaping. How might it influence the way you set
priorities, live with integrity, or serve as a positive example to the young people watching
your life? For all of us — children of the only perfect Father — may this be our prayer
and intention:

God, while earthly fathers are a blend of strengths and flaws,
you give yourself to us as our heavenly Father, wholly loving,
kind and deeply invested in our good.
Help me seek to reflect positively on you.
May my life spread your love, kindness and care far and wide,
and may others see you in me. Amen.

®

il @
GRACE CHURCH MEMBERS SPECIAL DATES IN JUNE / JUuLY
VIEW OUR
CH U RCH Y Flag Day, June 14
DIRECTORY L ] . Juneteenth, June 19

b

ON YOUR MOBILE Father's Day, June 21
DEVICE! P First Day of Summer, June 21

FREE App for iPhone, iPad
& Android

Independence Day, July 4

LET THEM SEE
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Ouwr church directory is a great resource tool

that allows you to get to know our church
family better!

Simply go to the App Store, search for
Instant Church Directory and download
the FREE app to begin.

Enter your email listed in the directory, and
click "Send Secure Sign-In Link." Check your

Answer to Quiz on page 5:
B. 1 Chronicles 28:3

email, and click the "Log in to Instant Church
Directory™ button.




From Gratitude to Faithful Praise

Gratitude is the beginning of faith; faith leads us to the ultimate gratitude.
Gratitude is often the first quiet step of faith. Before answers come, before
circumstances change, gratitude teaches the heart to notice God's

presence and provision. Scripture reminds us, “In everything give

thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you” (1
Thessalonians 5:18, KJV). Giving thanks, even in uncertain moments,
opens our eyes to God's faithfulness already at work.

As gratitude grows, it naturally leads us into deeper trust. When we
remember what God has done, faith finds solid ground. “Faith is the substance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1, KJV). Gratitude strengthens
that hope by anchoring it in God's past mercies. Each thankful prayer becomes a
reminder that the same God who carried us before will carry us again.

Faith, in turn, leads us to ultimate gratitude, not just for blessings received, but for God
himself. “Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift” (2 Corinthians 9:15, KJV). This
gratitude reaches beyond circumstances and rests in Christ, the greatest gift of all. When
gratitude begins our journey and faith guides our steps, our hearts learn lasting praise,
thankful not only for what God gives, but for who he is.

Still Worth More Than You Know
A speaker opened his seminar by holding up a $20 bill and asking a crowd of 200 people,
"Who would like this?” Nearly every hand went up. “I'll give it to one of you,” he said. "But
first...” He crumpled the bill tightly in his fist. “Who still wants it?”
Hands remained in the air. He dropped it to the floor and ground
it under his shoe. Then he picked up the wrinkled, dirty bill. “How
about now?” The hands rose again.

(&

“My friends,” he said, “you've just learned an important lesson. No matter what | did to the
money, it never lost its value. It was still worth $20.” Life can feel the same way. We are
dropped, crumpled and ground down by our choices and by circumstances beyond our
control. At times, we may even feel worthless. But our value does not change.

In God'’s eyes, you are never less than priceless. Clean or dirty, wrinkled or whole, you remain
precious to Him. As Isaiah 43:4 says in the NIV, “You are precious and honored in my sight,
and because | love you.”
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AWESOME

Moses and the people were in the desert,
but what was he going to do with them? They
had to be fed, and feeding 2 or 3 million people
requires a lot of food. According to the
Quartermaster General in the Army, it is
reported that Moses would have had to have
1,500 tons of food each day. Do you know that
to bring that much food each day, two freight
trains, each at least a mile long, would be
required!

Besides you must remember, they were out in the desert, so they would have to
have firewood to use in cooking the food. This would take 4,000 tons of wood and a few
more freight trains, each a mile long, just for one day. Just think, they were 40 years in
transit. And Oh yes! They would have to have water. If they only had enough to drink
and wash a few dishes, it would take 11,000,000 gallons each day and a freight train with
tank cars, 1800 miles long, just to bring water!

And then...They had to get across the Red Sea at night. Now, if they went on a
narrow path, double file, the line would be 800 miles long and would require 35 days
and nights to get through. So there had to be a space in the Red Sea, 3 miles wide so
that they could walk 5,000 abreast to get over in one night.

But then, there is another problem........ each time they camped at the end of the
day, a campground two-thirds the size of the state of Rhode Island was required, or a
total of 750 square miles long.......think of it! Do you think Moses figured all this out
before he left Egypt? | think not! You see, moses believed in God. God took care of these
things for him. Now do you think God has any problem taking care of all your needs?

| asked the Lord to bless you as | prayed for you today.
To guide you and protect you as you go along your way....
His love is always with you, His promises are true,
And when we give Him all our cares, you know He will see us through.
Our God is an Awesome God!!
So when the road you’re traveling on seems difficult at best,
just remember I’'m praying and God will do the rest.

Submitted by: Bonnie Mulder
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Michmerhuizen
Update

Spring 2026 - Updates

Greetings Friends,

| am aware that it has been some time since | last
wrote or sent out a newsletter. Much has come to
pass since December. Beginning in late January, my
Dad, Ken, began to show more signs of declining
health and fitness. This, of course, occupied my
family's time and concern, even from as far away as
Budapest. On the early morning on March 18, with my
Mom and younger sister by his side, my Dad passed
into Glory. We're heading to Michigan this coming
Saturday for memorial services next week in
Holland. My Dad left this world after a long life well-
lived. No pain, noillness, just a peaceful departure to | fishing with my Dad and some
Eternity. We'll all miss him very much. other guys in Sylvania Wilderness

Steve and Jan | Area near Watersmeet, Michigan.
Just canoes, fishing, campfires,
sleeping in tents, bear in camp,

Creation Care writings for CRCNA loons, bald eagles, and me
imagining that | was a Voyageur.

At the end of last year the editors of Do Justice office | Thanks, Dad! Those were three
of the CRCNA reached out to me to ask if I'd be great summers.

interested in providing a bi-monthly article on various
themes in Creation Care. I'm attaching below the links to the January and March
articles for your reading enjoyment.

The Language of Creation Care in the Psalms:
https://www.crcna.org/do-justice/language-creation-care-psalms

Buying Trees and Land in Genesis:
https://www.crcna.org/do-justice/buying-land-and-trees-genesis-23

And, seeing that April 22 is Earth Day, let me also take this opportunity to expand a bit
more on Creation Care and set up the Biblical foundation of where this fits into the
Gospel story.

-continued on next page
12| Page



MICHMERHUIZEN UPDATE continued from page 12

At first glance the idea of Creation Care being part of God's mission for us might seem
a bit of a stretch. I've heard many people tell me, over the past 25 years, that Creation
Care is a "good idea, but not really part of the Gospel". This attitude is more a reflection
of the times we live in than a complete understanding of God's commands. Beginning,
suitably, with Genesis we find God setting out four commands to us.

We are invited to use the world around us for our needs, which is the meaning of "subdue
the earth". We can use what is here for shelter, food, and other needs. Often, this
command is translated as "have dominion”, which has led to a solid, yet misguided,
understanding to "dominate" or use excessively. However, this is not the entire
command. Yes we can use, but not use up entirely or to a point where Creation is unable
to continue to flourish. Subdue in Hebrew is kabash and, while the invitation stands, we
are also to "rule over the birds of the air, fish of the sea..." in a way that allows them to
continue to flourish. This "rule over" in Hebrew is radah, which is a just ruling, as
describe in Psalm 72. Here is a benevolent ruler who ensures that all things and
everyone in the kingdom is able to flourish and have life.

A simple example that | have used in the past describes a fish pond. To take a fish or
even many fish from the pond is kabash - we eat them and they are gone. But we can't
take all the fish and expect them to continue to grow, repopulate and flourish as God
intended. We need to leave some fish in the pond. On a global scale we need to
consider how we are currently overfishing the oceans with industrial methods that drain
the populations until they collapse. We also need to consider the enormous loss of
aquatic life with certain fishing methods (longlining, for example) which brings in "by-
catch (or unwanted species) that die in the harvesting process and are tossed back into
the sea.

The other two commands of Genesis are in chapter 2, where God instructs us to "serve
and protect" the world around us. To serve in Hebrew is abad, which means that we
place the needs of those parts of Creation that we have at our use ahead of our own
needs. We provide for that part of creation. Again, an example from the past that | have
used to illustrate this is like a farmer who owns chickens for eggs, meat, or for
sale. Because they have those animals they need to provide food, shelter, water, and
medicine for the flock. They make those investments from their own pocket because
they have the chickens. | personally, do not have any chickens at this time, perhaps you
don't either, but we might have other things that we need to provide for simply because
we have it.

And finally, the last command is to protect, or in Hebrew, to shamar. This is the same
word that is used in the Aaronic blessing of Deuteronomy. God told Moses, to tell Aaron,
to tell the people "May the LORD bless you and keep (shamar) you".

-continued on next page
13| Page



MICHMERHUIZEN UPDATE continued from page 13

The emphasis here is on a total and complete protection for the people and the land. All
through the Old Testament God is constantly commanding people to care for others and
for the land. Failure to do so would (and did) result in exile into foreign countries for the
people while the land had it's rest (2 Chronicles 36:20-21). Jeremiah spoke to the
remnant who were in exile in Jer. 29: 10-11. Many times v. 11 is a comforting verse for
believers telling of God's promise of prosperity, hope and future. And certainly it is very
promising; but those promises would only come after the land had its rest. God's
commands had been ignored for many years by exploiting the land without obeying
Sabbath Year or Jubilee and so they were sent into exile. The land needed to rest in
order to rejuvenate, essentially it needed it's Sabbath rest, it's protection.

All of these commands were fulfilled through the redemptive death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. In Colossians 1:19-20, Paul writes that "all things, whether things in
heaven or on earth, were reconciled to God through the death of Christ on the
cross". That "all things" in Greek is ta panta, and like "all things in heaven and earth" it
refers to everything that God made. Jesus, before his ascension, uses the same phrase
in Matthew 28 while speaking to his disciples about what they should be doing next. "All
things in heaven and earth have been given to me, therefore as you go make
disciples...teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you". To "obey
everything" includes caring for Creation (the all things that Jesus refers to here). In Mark
16 it's even more clear, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all
creation." That'd be the human and non-human creation. Evangelism and discipleship
are for the people to understand and believe. Creation Care is for the non-human to be
blessed through our actions as we care for God's Creation so that "all things in heaven
and earth" may continue to flourish. We work to redeem lives through our witness. We
work to redeem creation through our witness. All our work is a witness and points to
Jesus Christ, following him, and obeying his commands.

God made a beautiful, "very good" place for us to live and thrive. Sin corrupted the
relationship we have with both God and creation. Because of this it groans under the
weight of our sin and disobedience. Yet, it waits for us, the sons and daughters of God
to be revealed so that "the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the glorious freedom of the children of God". All of us are stewards all the
time, my hope and the hope of many others, is that we may be good stewards all the
time, as well.

Steve and Jan Michmerhuizen Steve and Jan Michmerhuizen
Haros utca 126/A Christian Reformed Church in NA
1222 Budapest 300 East Beltline NE
Hungary Grand Rapids, MI 49506

USA

Copyright © 2017 Resonate Global Mission-Romania, All rights reserved.
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Freedom Worth Guarding

Because many Americans have never known life without freedom, it can be easy to take our
liberties for granted. The Israelites, however, knew the harsh reality of slavery. Yet even after
God led them out of Egypt, they struggled to embrace their newfound freedom. Faced with
uncertainty, they grew fearful and complained against Moses and Aaron, longing for the
familiarity of their former bondage rather than trusting God's provision.

Their story feels surprisingly familiar. As Christians, we have been set free through a far
greater deliverance. Our freedom was secured at a great cost through the life, death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. And yet, we sometimes drift back toward old habits, attitudes
and patterns that once held us captive. Scripture reminds us to stand firm in the freedom
we have been given. As Paul writes in Galatians 5:1 (NKJV), “Stand fast therefore in the liberty
by which Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.”

True freedom is not simply the absence of restraint. It is the opportunity to live fully in God's
grace, walking in obedience, joy and purpose. This kind of freedom is worth celebrating,
protecting and living out every day.

Our Awesome God
When our lives are focused on God, awe and wonder lead us to worship, filling our
inner being with a fullness we may never have thought possible. Awe prepares the

way for God's transforming power within us. This transformation of our inner
attitudes takes place as awe leads us into wonder, admiration, reverence, surrender
and obedience before God. —James Houston, The Transforming Power of Prayer

They Walked Everywhere

When a teenager earned his driving permit, he approached his
father, a minister, to discuss using the car. His dad replied, “I'll
make you a deal. Raise your grades, spend some time in your
Bible and get your hair cut. Then we'll talk.”

A month later, the young man came back. “Son, I'm proud of
you,” his father said. "Your grades are up, and you've been
faithful in your Bible study. But you didn’t get your hair cut.”

The teenager paused. “Well, Dad, I've been thinking. Samson had long hair. Moses had long
hair. Noah had long hair. Even Jesus had long hair.” His father nodded. “That's true. And
they walked everywhere they went.”
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Grace

Community
Church Prayer
Calendar
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
01 02 03 04 05 06
Pray for those | Thank God Pray that Pray for Pray a Pray for Jei
facing changes | for our our church | graduates prayer of and his
in their jobs. church staff | volunteers | and for quiet trust | family. Pray
Pray they will | will serve God's in God's for health
serve with with joy. direction in will for our | and safety.
humility their lives church
07 08 09 10 11 12 13
Pray for our Pray for those | Pray for Pray for Pray for Pray for Pray for the
warship experiencing those who those who | those who the praise and
together and changes in need mourn celebrate children, tech teams
for our Tables | their families. direction in youth and as they
of Grace. making teens in prepare to
decisions our church. | lead worship.
14 15 16 1 18 19 20
Praise God for | Pray for those | Pray for Pray for Pray for Pray for an | Pray for the
waorship and facing changes | those who those living | those who opportunity | church
our times of in where they | live with with question to invite a garden. Pray
fellowship. live. anxiety and declining God's will for | friend to for an
depression health. their lives. church abundance
of produce to
bless others
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Pray for Jei as | Pray for those | Pray forour | Pray Pray for Pray for Ask for
he preaches. facing changes | Council. Pray | without restored our church | forgiveness
Pray our with loss of for wisdom, ceasing for | relationships | neighbors, | for times you
worship will be | independence. | insight and God's will with family that they have sinned
filled with the discernment. | for our and friends. | will feel the | this week.
Spirit church. love of our
church
28 29 30
Pray that we Pray for those | Pray for
may be who are those
transformed by | seeking enjoying
God's Word employment vacations.
Pray for our Pray for
congregational safety of
meeting travel.
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M Christian Symbol - SHELL —A

"%‘_ scallop  shell, often shown
/pointing  downward with three
drops of water falling from it, is a

Christian symbol of baptism and the
washing away of sin. The three drops of water
represent the Trinity: the Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit.

From the earliest centuries of the church, the
shell was connected with baptism because it
could be used to pour water over a person’s
head. In a time when many baptisms took place
in rivers, lakes or outdoor settings, a simple shell
served as a natural vessel, reminding believers
that God uses humble, ordinary things to
accomplish sacred purposes.

Today, the scallop shell continues to appear in
baptismal fonts, church art and Christian design.
It quietly proclaims the message of baptism:
washed by grace, claimed by God and welcomed
into the family of faith.

“Ethel, take a Ie:ap of faith!”

uoissedwod :0g ‘8d - ,9n07 S,49Y3e4 VY, 0} JAMSUY

Transform slice-and-bake

cookies into cheerful lollipop
treats and share

a few edible smiles.

What you need: S
* 1 roll refrigerated sugar (e
cookie dough 3

* Knife ‘ %
* Baking sheet by
s Wooden craft sticks / —

* Frosting

* Sprinkles

* Clear treat bags
* Ribbon

What you do:

1. Freeze the cookie dough for 15 to 20
minutes to firm it up, then slice into Vi-inch
rounds.

2. Place cookies on a baking sheet about
2 inches apart.

3. Bake at 350 degrees for 5 minutes.

4. Remove from the oven and gently press a
wooden stick halfway into the bottom of
each cookie.

5. Return to the oven and bake 3 to 5 more
minutes, until lightly golden.

6. Let cookies cool completely.

7. Decorate with frosting to create smiling
faces and add sprinkles.

8. Slip each cookie pop into a treat bag and
tie with ribbon.




RECIPES

Here are a couple of great sides for grilling season:

Corn & Pepper Salad
Mix together:

2 cans whole corn (drained) > C diced red pepper
2 C mayo > C diced green onion
> C diced green pepper 2 C shredded cheddar cheese

Before serving add a 2 bag of Chili Cheese Fritos (crushed)

If you're in a hurry or need it last minute: eliminate dicing the peppers by buying
Mexican whole kernel corn, it has the peppers already in it!
Fresh corn can also be used — 2-3 cups

Cucumber Salad
Mix together:

2 Csliced cucumbers 2 C ranch dressing or sour cream
2 C shredded cheddar cheese 1 tsp dill (optional)
1/3 C cooked and crumbled bacon salt and pepper to taste
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illuirarean Far Fiie Banney by Arita Rarghagian

Cindy Verbeek lives
In Houston, B.C..
where she works for
A Rocha Canada. She
has been working on
Creation care Issues
since 1993 and is a
member of Telkwa
Community Church.

CAN YOU IMAGINE being able to lifta
car or a piano with your bare hands?
You don’t have to become Superman
to do it; you just have to become a
human-sized ant! Ants are able to lift
10-15 times their own weight. That
means that if you were 100 pounds,
with the strength of an ant you could
lift 1,000-1,500 pounds. That's the
weight of a grand piano or a small
camper trailer!

There are 12,000 known species of
ants in the world, with 1,000 found in
North America.

Inwestern Canada where | live (and
throughout the western U.5.) there are
ants called western thatching ants that
build a roof of thatch, made with pine
needles, pieces of grass, and sticks, to
protect their hills from the elements.
They even mow the grass in and around
their ant hill to regulate the tempera-
ture. When it is cool in the spring you
can see that the grass has been nipped
off just above the ground. Thisis by

the ants themselves. With no grass,

the warmth of the sun can reach the
hill and keep them going, If you return
to the same ant hill inthe heat of the
summer you will see that the grass
surrounding (and sometimes inside) the
ant hill is long and lush. This provides
shade from the hot summer sunshine
so their home doesn't overheat.

Have you ever seen an ant highway? In
a park close to my home there are ant
highways all across the lawn. Talking
to the locals, [ learned that those high-
ways had been there for decades, and
you could tell. 1 got curious and learned
that highways are a sign of a super
colony of ants. Often each ant hill is its
own colony, and if you try to mix the
ants from two colonies they will fight
with each other. But some species, like
the western thatching ants, create
super colonies where some of the ants
move and create anew hill.

The Ants Go Marching

The ants from one colony often visit
their offspring, creating highways
between them, and if you mix the

ants between hills they will tolerate
or accept each other. One of the larg-
est known western thatching ant colo-
nies in North America is a supercolony
near Lehman Hot Springs in Oregon.

It spans almost 10 acres, with an esti-
mated 56 million ants living in 210
active nests, That's 15 million more
ants than the number of people living
in the entire country of Canadal

Some other amazing fact about ants

» The hill we see above ground is just
the tip. Under the ground the ant hill
could be two to three times as deep,
aerating the soil, bringing down
food that composts into more soil,
and creating important pathways
for water and air to reach roots deep
into the earth.

» Ants produce formic acid in their
abdomen. If you lock closely atan
ant biting you, you will see them
curled up, a sign that they are spray-
ing this acid onto the wound. giving
you that uncomfortable sting. They
alsouse this acid to lay down a trail
for other ants to follow.

% In late summer, winged male and
females emerge to mate. Once they
have mated the male dies and the
female sheds her wings and finds a
place to colonize, laying eggs under-
ground for up to 15 years. &

“The Ants Go Marching,
January/February”
Copyright © 2026 The Banner,
Christian Reformed
Church in N.A.

All rights reserved.

Used by permission.
//TheBanner.org
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A Father's Love

Directions: Match the biblical children to their father, using
the clues by the father's name. Then write the corresponding
letter on the lines to complete the Bible verse below.

Shem, Ham & Japheth = M John the Baptist = N

Solomon = O Jacob & Esau = A
Jonathan = | Cain, Abel & Seth = O
Jesus = C Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar,
Rachel & Leah = S Zebulun, Joseph, Benjamin, Dan, Gad,
Isaac & Ishmael = P Naphtali, Asher & Dinah = S

God: "This is my Son, whom | love; with him | am well pleased.”

Adam: God gave him another son because the older killed the younger.

Noah: His sons were blessed and told to multiply and replenish the earth.

Abraham: God promised he would be a father of many nations. The Jews
and Arabs descend from these two sons.

Isaac: His older son sold his birthright, and his younger son tricked
Isaac and received the blessings for the firstborn.

Laban: He had two daughters; the older was tender-eyed and the
younger was very beautiful. Both married Jacob. —

Jacob:  Two wives and two handmaids gave him 12 sons and a daughter.
Saul: His son was David's best friend.
David: He had many children, but one was known for his wisdom,

for having many wives and for building God's temple.

Zechariah: His son, a cousin of Jesus, was born to be a messenger
of repentance.

As a father has

on his children, so the LORD has
on those who

fear him. Psalm 103:13, NIV

Answer on page 16
20| Page
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Grace Community Christian
Reformed Church

10415 S. Kedvale Avenue
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

708.636.2848
www.gccrc.org

gracechurch@gccrc.org

This newsletter is a publication of
Grace Community Church.
Contributions to the newsletter
are welcome and will be
considered for publication
provided they include your name
and/or the name of the original
author with copyright
information, are one page, and
are within the guidelines and tone
of this newsletter.

We reserve the right to edit or
not print a submission based on
the information above.

Contributions for the
September/October issue of the

newsletter are due no later than
August 15, 2026.

The newsletter is not published
for the months of
August and January.

Called to be a community

of externally focused
people who foster
authentic, grace filled

relationships.
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Qur Values

: is expressed in being open and
S accepting, in being non-judgemental
and respectful, and in
people from diverse backgrounds and
experiences. We continue to learn to be
authentic in our caring by being honest
ikt'H.JLI.' |.|'H.' Wavs our brokenness !i.!k.L'.‘i

welcoming

shape. In humility, we treat others with
respect and integrity, as we would want
to be treated.

C T recognizes  that
- God’s grace is fruitful; it brings deep
change and growth in our life. As we
follow Jesus, God multiplies our efforts
into something more than we can ask or
imagine. God multiphies our efforts of
acceptance and care for people outside
our circles of relationships. We will be
enriched by others because we can see
God at work in them,

C'\I:i Ivating is the act of building
others  up, encouraging  each
other to share God’s gifts. Each person
matters. We are not passive. We foster
personal  responsibility for  spiritual
growth. Inour worship and life together,
members are welcomed to participate
freely, Filled with the Spirit, we all grow
as participants share what God is doing

in their life,

Crmnﬁ‘(ting to God through
Scripture and prayer. We want to

see clearly what God is saying to us in
the Bible, enabling us to live freely for
God. In worship, we connect our story
with Gods story. We respond to God
in ways that show how the truth of the
Bible fits into our life. We pray together,
believing that all growth is the result of
God’s work.

Copyrighted works included in this publication have been reproduced with permission and
may not be further reproduced. The distribution, selling, reproduction in any form, or any
use other than that intended by this publication are prohibited and constitute an
infringement of Copyright laws and are subject to fines.

Story content, unless otherwise noted, has been used by permission from
ChurchArt Online: Copyright © 2026 CRI™. All Rights Reserved.
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