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It had been a long trip home, and the weary traveler still had
miles to go. So when a sign appeared reading, “Rough Road
Ahead — 4 miles,” he braced himself.

Rough was an understatement. The lanes narrowed, the shoulder
disappeared, and traffic slowed to a crawl. Drivers carefully weaved
around potholes and construction equipment, inching forward
one stretch at a time. But just as the sign promised, after four
difficult miles, the road opened up and smoothed out again.

Jesus offers a similar kind of clarity about life. In John 16:33 (NIV), He says,
“In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have overcome the
world.” Notice He doesn’t say we might
face trouble. It is part of the journey.
There will be stretches that feel slow,
uncertain and hard.
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PUT ON THE FULL

In September our sermon series will be focusing on
the Armor of God and will be based on Ephesians:

Sept. 6 “Knowing Our Power and Our Enemy - Eph. 6:10-12
Sept. 13 “Geared Up for the Day of Evil” - Eph. 6:13-14

Sept. 20 Ephesians 6:15-17 (no title as of this printing)
Sept. 27 "Going on Offense” - Eph. 6:17-18

The song we will use for this theme series is: O Church Arise by Keith & Kristyn Getty

You can hear a version of it on YouTube at:

www.youtube.com/watch?v=x63cVewXAeg&Ilist=RDx63cVewXAeg&start_radio=1

O Church Arise
Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
©2005 Thankyou Music/Worshiptogether.com songs

O church arise, and put your armor on;
Hear the call of Christ our Captain.
For now the weak can say
that they are strong
In the strength that God has given.
With shield of faith and belt of truth,
We'll stand against the devil's lies;
And army bold, whose battle cry is love,
Reaching out to those in darkness.

Our call to war, to love the captive soul,
But to rage against the captor;
And with the sword that makes

the wounded whole,

We will fight with faith and valor.
When faced with trials on ev'ry side,
And Christ will have the prize
for which He died,

An inheritance of nations.

Come see the cross,
Where love and mercy meet,

As the Son of God is stricken;
Then see His foes lie crushed
beneath His feet,

For the Conqueror has risen!

And as the stone is rolled away
And Christ emerges from the grave,
This victory march continues till the day
Ev'ry eye and heart shall see Him.

So Spirit come, put strength in ev'ry stride,
Give grace for ev'ry hurdle,
That we may run with faith to
win the prize
Of a servant good and faithful.
As saints of old still line the way,
Retelling triumphs of His grace,
We hear their calls and hunger for the day
When with Christ we stand in Glory.



OUR MIND'S STOREHOUSE

Benjamin Weir, a missionary
in the Middle East, was taken
captive by terrorists and held

in solitary confinement.

Blindfolded and cut off from the outside
world, he endured deep isolation with no
one to speak to and no sense of where he
was.

What could he do? In many ways, all he had
was a beating heart and a mind still free to
think. To endure the long days, he began
drawing from what was stored within him.
After his release, he reflected, I called up
my memory bank, things that were stored
in my mind."

He recalled Scripture passages he had
learned years before. He remembered lines
from William Shakespeare, the words of
hymns and songs, and the faces of those he
loved. He reflected on his work, his family
and the steady grace of God throughout his
life.

Looking back, he said, “Whatever is in your
mind is what you have to draw on.”

That truth lingers. What we place in our
minds today shapes what we will lean on
tomorrow. It invites a simple but important
question: What are we storing away? May
we fill our thoughts with what is true, pure
and life-giving, with the story of Christ and
the hope of His saving grace.

PRAYER OF REMEMBRANCE
for PATRIOT DAY

O God, our help in ages past, our hope
for years to come, our shelter through
every storm, and our eternal home:

We come before You remembering the
lives lost on September 11, 2001.
Though many years have passed, the
sorrow of that day still lingers in the
hearts of families, friends and a grieving
nation.

Lord, comfort those who continue to
carry loss. Grant peace to the
brokenhearted, strength to the weary
and light to those walking through
seasons of grief. Let Your presence bring
hope where memories still ache.

Teach us to care for one another
with compassion and courage. Help us
to be a people who offer kindness to
the hurting, encouragement to the
discouraged and justice to those who
suffer. Stir our hearts to live with mercy,
humility and love for our neighbors.

Forgive us when our words are greater
than our actions. May we strive each day
to reflect the values of faith, unity and
grace that honor You and strengthen
our communities.

Thank You, Lord, for Your constant care
and unfailing mercy. Even in tragedy,
You remain our refuge and our hope.

Through Christ
our Lord.
Amen.

» PATRIOT DAY «

WE WILL NEVER FORGET




Therefore put on

< Helmet of Salvation the full armor of God,
(Ephesians 6:17) s0 that when the
C day of evil comes,
Breastplate of Righteousness J you may be able

(Ephesians 6714) to stand your ground,

and after you have

done everything,
to stand.

PUT ON THE
f "'fU

o l Shield of Faith

Coffee Break Women's Bible Study

Kick-off
CoPFEE Tuesday, September 29, 2026
b llhncined 9:15 a.m.-11:00 a.m.

Light breakfast will be served.
Enjoy times of conversation and fellowship.
Hear a devotional message led by Diane Ritzema.

Grace Community Christian Reformed Church
10415 Kedvale Ave., Oak Lawn, IL (3 blocks west of Pulaski)

For more information, call Diane 70B-473-5052
or email GraceChurch@gccre.org.

A non-denominational Women's Bible study
Discover: Genesis 12-25 “The Story of God’s Promises”
begins on Tuesday, October 8, 2026 from 9:15-11:00 a.m.

Women of all ages are invited.
Mo previous Bible knowledge required.

Bring a friend!
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Thank God for Teachers

Every day, countless teachers quietly model com-
passion, patience, integrity and kindness through
the way they care for their students.

Many teachers go far beyond lesson plans and
classrooms. They spend their own money on -
school supplies, workbooks, clothing, snacks and special needs for children who may
otherwise go without. They encourage struggling students, celebrate small victories
and offer steady support to children facing difficult circumstances at home.

Teachers also work with students from many different backgrounds and abilities. Some
patiently help children learn English, while others devote extra time and care to
students with learning, emotional or social challenges. In a world where many children
face poverty, abuse, loneliness, neglect or uncertainty, a caring teacher can become a
source of hope, stability and encouragement.

Many educators also serve faithfully in churches and communities, living out their faith
through daily acts of love and service. Their influence often reaches far beyond what
grades or test scores can measure.

As a church family, let us remember to pray for teachers,
encourage them in their calling and thank God for the important difference
they make in the lives of children every day.

» ﬁ'
ﬁ {(‘ﬁéﬁ gﬁi |

Lat y(}Ur
After his resurrection, Jesus asked one of his disciples the same il g. [
question three times: “Do you love me?” The disciple felt hurt,

wondering why Jesus kept asking. Who was this disciple? S H I N E"ilz

A. James 1} befﬁfﬁ Othﬁ
B. John 1| Matthew 5:16 (ESV)
C. Philip

D. (Simon) Peter

e

Answer on page 11
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LIFE STORIES

Giving Scraps to God

July 15, 2026

By Barnabas Foundation

John and Jan’s Remarkable Story of Generosity

Some love stories start in a coffee shop or over dinner. John and Jan’s began in a tree. On leave
before heading to Vietnam, John was trimming branches at a campground when he spotted a
pretty counselor walking by. “I yelled down some goofy statement,” remembers John with a
laugh. “She looked around and said, ‘Who, me?!”” “So that’s how it all started,” affirms Jan,
playfully rolling her eyes.

More than 50 years, four children, and seven grandchildren later, John and Jan have learned a
simple truth: when you place your life and whatever scraps you have into God’s hands, He can
use them for something beautiful.

Early in their marriage, John launched a trucking company hauling scrap metal around Chicago.
Before long, someone approached him with an unexpected offer. “I need someone to run my
business,” John recalls him saying. “Would you consider selling your equipment and coming to
be my general manager?” With Jan’s blessing, John said yes, launching a lengthy career in the
scrap metal industry. Meanwhile, Jan taught academically talented students in a suburban
school. “It was a real problem,” quips John. “She spent all day teaching high ability kids, then
she had to come home and deal with me.”

From the beginning, John and Jan gave faithfully from whatever resources they had. “We were
young, we were broke, but we both were raised in homes where our parents were believers and
generous with God’s work,” says Jan. “Early on, I think God was kind of testing us to see if we
would be faithful, even in the hard times.” Time and again, they found you can’t outgive God.

Over time, He entrusted them with more and more resources. Rather than investing in the
market, they purchased farmland, beginning with 50 acres adjacent to their scrap business.

“It started out as a buffer so no one would build too close to us,” explains Jan. “Then I thought
I'd start farming as a hobby,” adds John. “We kept buying more land and equipment, and next
thing you know, that ‘hobby’ grew into an entire second business.”

As their resources have grown, so have their opportunities to give. With the help of Barnabas
Foundation, John and Jan have set up a Stewards Fund (Christian donor-advised fund) through
which they give to their church and a variety of other ministries.

continued on next page
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https://barnabasfoundation.org/stewards-fund/

Giving Scraps to God continued from page 6

“It’s very helpful,” explains Jan. “We tell Barnabas Foundation where we want our gifts to go,
and they take care of it.”

They also used real estate to establish a life-income gift. It's a tax-wise giving arrangement
that provides income for their family today while ensuring their favorite ministries will
continue to receive support, well beyond their lifetimes.

“One thing we appreciate about Barnabas Foundation is that we know they will continue to
watch over our money when we are gone,” says Jan. “We know our gifts will only go to
organizations that we would approve of. That’s big for us.”

Now, all these years later, John and Jan’s story has come full circle. They’re living out
retirement in a home by the lake, in the very campground where they first met. They don’t
point to a business strategy, real estate decision, or lucky break as the source of their
blessings. Instead, they point to God’s faithfulness.

John spent his career turning scraps into something valuable. He and Jan see that God was
doing the same thing all along. “Only God,” says Jan, marveling at His goodness. “There’s no
other way to explain it.” “Yes,” agrees John. “I could never have planned this out; 'm just not
that smart. She might be, but I'm certainly not!”

This content is written as part of Generosity Today (2026, Issue 3).

/A info@BarnabasFoundation.org

Phone: 1.888.448.3040
BARNABAS

FOUNDATION BarnabasFoundation.org

Copyright © 2026 Barnabas Foundation, All rights reserved.
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Studies show many

Americans don't get

enough sleep, and

the effects can take a

toll on both body and :
mind. Whether it's a packed schedule
or restless nights, a lack of rest makes
it harder to think clearly, stay focused
and care for our overall well-being.
Over time, that constant fatigue
begins to wear us down.

Our spiritual lives follow a similar

rhythm. When we rush from one task
to the next without pausing to spend
time with God, we can feel just as
drained. We need consistent, quiet
moments with Him to stay grounded,
encouraged and strong in our faith.

Even Jesus made space for this kind of
rest. Luke 5:16 tells us that He often
withdrew to quiet places to pray. If He
needed that time with the Father, how
much more do we? When we step
away from the noise and listen for
God's voice, we find the renewal our
souls have been longing for.

10" VETERANS LUNCHEON
HONORING MILITARY VETERANS

Saturday - September 19, 2026

FREE LUNCHEON and FREE DOOR PRIZES

Entertainment and Speaker
at

St. Paul Lutheran Church
4660 W. 94th Street - Oak Lawn, IL
(Jne Block East of the Oak Lawn Hilton Hotel
Veterans, Active, Reserve, Guard and Your One Guest

are invited to join us at a special luncheon
honoring you for your service and sacrifice

Doors open 10:30 am - Luncheon 11:00 am to 2:00 pm

Reservations Required
Please RSVP by September 7

By calling St. Paul Church Office at (708) 423-1040
Between the hours of 8:30 am to 4:30 pm Monday thru Friday
Or on our answering machine leave your
Name, Service Branch, Phone# and if you are bringing One Guest

Whether at home or abroad
Active duty /Reserve / Guard / Separated / Retired
If you have served or are serving

Thank You & God Bless

and

MAY GOD BLESS THE USA

IN EVERY SEASON, TURN TO GOD

e
Are you enjoying a happy time? Praise God. I [ ﬁ ﬂ " !
s life becoming difficult? Seek God.

Are you experiencing a quiet moment? Worship God. . ﬂ IHI”]E ﬁ'ﬂu ”] ” i
Are you suffering great pain? Trust God. [ “J ‘ l l

Y0U THROUGH

Are you unsure what to do? Ask God.
Are you overwhelmed with joy? Thank God

8|Page



I II' Advancement

-|-l'|ﬂl‘l:1l|lI Christian f'.l::”-cgi.-

a601 West Caollege Drive
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CHRISTIAN COLLEGE [ 7082304638
AUEU st 25, 2026 trnty.edu
Grace Community CRC
10415 Kedvale Ave

Oak Lawn, Illinois 60453-4821

Dear Grace Community CRC,

On behalf of Trinity Christian College, thank you for the incredible support you provided to our
students in this final academic year. Your prayers for our community at such a difficult time were
felt, and your generous financial support allowed us to serve our students well to the very end. We
are so grateful to all of you at Grace Community CRC for walking alongside us with grace, hope,
and generosity in the final year of Trinity Christian College.

Inwhat could have been a season of anger, frustration, and blame, you showed care, love, and
hope. What a powerful testimony of faith this was for our students, faculty and staff. Your prayers
for the Trinity community were felt deeply, and your gifts made this final year of Christian education
possible for our students, 40% of whom were able to complete their degrees from Trinity.

As we continue to wind-down the operations of the College, we ask for your prayers for continued
wisdom and discernment through the steps we must take in this process. Please also continue to
pray for our students. For those who have completed their degrees, that doors will open for
employment or graduate school. For those who have not yet completed their degrees, that they will
be welcomed into their new learning communities and find their footing in these new places. For
our faculty and staff who have moved on to new places of employment, that they might find
community and a sense of purpose and calling. For faculty and staff still searching for
employment, that their daily needs may be met.

We are so grateful for Trinity Christian College and the ways that God has used this place to further
His Kingdom here on earth. Thank you for the ways you and your congregants have prayed for and
supported us since the founding of Trinity to the very end. We are humbled.

We wait in hopeful anticipation for how God will continue to use all of those who were shaped by
the Trinity community. In the words of 2026 graduate Mia Musick, at our Legacy Celebration
Service in May, “I've made a commitment to myself that | want to invite you all into. | want Trinity to
live on in the way | encourage people, in the way | invest in the world, in the way | smile and wave at
people on the street. Trinity has instilled values in me that no one can ever take away. | will create
little Trinity Christian Colleges wherever | go. If we all invest in others in the way that Trinity invested
in us, it will never truly die.”

continued on next page
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Thank you for your enduring commitment to Trinity Christian College and all the ways you have
blessed this community and its people. To God be the glory.

With deep gratitude,

Jeanine Mozie, Acting President

Mpdeng Thugains

Mackenzi Huyser, Vice President for Advancement

RN

Luther and the Bible

Reformation Day is celebrated by many Protestant churches on October

31. It commemorates the Reformation and honors leaders such as Martin
Luther, whose courage and conviction helped shape church history.

Luther’s life was threatened because he spoke out against practices

he believed did not reflect the true mission of the Church. Forced
into hiding, he found refuge at Wartburg Castle as the guest of the
ruler of Saxony.

While there, Luther took on an enormous task: translating the Bible from the original languages into
German. This was no simple project. At the time, Germany was made up of many regional dialects,
making communication difficult from one area to another.

Luther wanted ordinary people to clearly understand God’'s Word. To make sure his translation used
everyday language, he is said to have listened carefully to common speech, even consulting the castle’s
butcher for familiar expressions and wording.

Luther's translation became a tremendous gift to the German people. Not only did it place Scripture
into the hands of everyday readers, but the language he used also helped unify the many German
dialects. In that sense, Martin Luther is often considered one of the fathers of the modern German
language.
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULES

VOLUNTEERS: Please use the most recent schedule you have received.
Changes may have been made since these schedules have been printed.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE - CHILDCARE
Sep 6  Eleanor Lamsma p Sep 13  Kaitlyn VanKuiken
Sep 13 Diane Ritzema § g Sep 27 LauraSoucek
Sep 20 EdRitzema S :
Sep 27 Jei Wilson = *’;' Oct 4  MariaKialanda

g 5 Oct 25 Kaitlyn VanKuiken
Oct 4 Diane Ritzema g ~ (Unlisted dates are as needed)
Oct 11 Bob Cooper g
Oct 18 EdRitzema :%’
Oct 25 Tom Huisenga ACCOMPANISTS

Sep 6 Pedro
Sep 13 Diane / Pedro
Sep 20 Diane

GREETERS Sep 27 Diane

Sep 6 Eleanor Lamsma / Theresa Dybala
Sep 13 Patricia Schroader / Mary Lewan
Sep 20 Tom & Darlene Huisenga

Sep 27 Pat Schuurman / Karen Buikema

Oct 4 Diane / Pedro
Oct 11 Bob / Pedro
Oct 18 Diane

Oct 25 Diane

Oct 4 Eleanor Lamsma / Theresa Dybala
Oct 11 Patricia Schroader / Mary Lewan
Oct 18 Tom & Darlene Huisenga

e
Oct 25 Pat Schuurman / Karen Buikema \ /r

TECH TEAM: __ PROJECTION SOUND (// (

Sep 6 Dave Chris

Sep 13 Sofia Ed / Josie __:.- =
Sep 20 Sofia Pedro

Sep 27 Dave Chris >,
Oct 4 Sofia Ed / Josie Cr\]{j 0““ teeh s

Oct 11 Dave Chris R

Oct 18 Sofia Pedro wwe and grows ‘

Oct 25 Dave Ed
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It Is No Secret: A Song Born of Transformation

Billy Graham’s public ministry gained national attention at the Rose Bowl in 1949, where
a remarkable response marked the beginning of a historic movement. He returned to the
same venue in November 2004, 55 years later, to commemorate that milestone.

Before the 1949 event, Billy appeared as a guest on a radio show hosted by songwriter
and performer Stuart Hamblen. During the broadcast, Hamblen encouraged listeners to
attend the meetings at the Rose Bowl. Before leaving, Billy invited Hamblen to attend as
well. Though not a Christian at the time, Hamblen agreed. (His wife, however, was a
believer.)

That evening, Hamblen did not go forward with others to profess faith in Christ, but he
left deeply unsettled. Later that night, he went to Graham's hotel, where he shared his
restless spirit. Through Billy’'s witness and prayer, Hamblen gave his life to the Lord.

Soon after, actor John Wayne asked him, “Stuart, what's this about you hitting the

sawdust trail?” Hamblen replied, “That's no secret, John, what God has done for me. He

can do it for you or anyone else.” Wayne responded, “That sounds like a song. Why don't
you write one?”

And so, “It Is No Secret (What God Can Do)” was born.

Partial Lyrics: “It Is No Secret”
It is no secret what God can do
What He's done for others
He'll do for you
With arms wide open
He'll pardon you
It is no secret what God can do

Hamblen later wrote many Gospel songs, once saying, “I try to write music with a spiritual
uplift instead of a moral downbeat.”

12| Page



SPECIAL DATES FOR SEPTEMBER 2026

Labor Day, Sept. 7

Patriot Day, Sept. 11
National Grandparents Day,
Sept. 13

Hispanic Heritage Month
Sept. 15-Oct. 15

First Day of Autumn, Sep. 22

SPECIALS DATES FOR OCTOBER 2026

« Indigenous Peoples' Day /
Columbus Day, Oct. 12

GRACE CHURCH MEMBERS

VIEW OUR
CHURCH

DIRECTORY

ON YOUR MOBILE
DEVICE!

FREE App for iPhone, iPad
& Android

Our church directory is a great resource tool
that allows you to get to know our church
family better!

Simply go to the App Store, search for
Instant Church Directory ' . and download
the FREE app to begin.

Enter your email listed in the directory, and
click "Send Secure Sign-In Link." Check your
email, and click the "Log in to Instant Church
Directory" button,

From Gratitude to Faithful Praise

Gratitude is the beginning of faith; faith leads
us to the ultimate gratitude. Gratitude is often
the first quiet step of faith. Before answers
come, before circumstances change, grati-
tude teaches the heart to notice God's
presence and provision. Scripture reminds us,
“In everything give thanks: for this is the will
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you”
(1 Thessalonians 5:18, KJV). Giving thanks,
even in uncertain moments, opens our eyes
to God's faithfulness already at work.

As gratitude grows, it naturally leads us into
deeper trust. When we remember what God
has done, faith finds solid ground. "Faith is
the substance of things hoped for, the
evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1,
KJV). Gratitude strengthens that hope by
anchoring it in God's past mercies. Each
thankful prayer becomes a reminder that the
same God who carried us before will carry us
again.

Faith, in turn, leads us to ultimate gratitude,
not just for blessings received, but for God
himself. “Thanks be wunto God for his
unspeakable gift” (2 Corinthians 9:15, KJV).
This gratitude reaches beyond circumstances
and rests in Christ, the greatest gift of all.
When gratitude begins our journey and faith
guides our steps, our hearts learn lasting
praise, thankful not only for what God gives,
but for who
he is.
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The first day of autumn is September 22:
here are a couple of recipes to add to your fall baking list!

White Chocolate Pumpkin Spice Cookies
By Danielle Lockley Posted on Allrecipes.com

Total Time: 30 minutes Makes 9 muffins
12 cups all-purpose flour, sifted 1/3 cup vegetable oil
2 cup white sugar 1/3 cup milk
2 cup brown sugar 1 large egg
1 tbsp. pumpkin pie spice 1 tsp. vanilla extract
2 tsps. baking powder s tsp. lemon extract
2 tsp. salt % cup white chocolate chips
2 cup pumpkin purée, or as needed 1 tbsp. all-purpose flour
DIRECTIONS:

1. Preheat oven to 375°. Line 9 muffin cups with paper liners.
2. Whisk 1 %2 cups flour, white sugar, brown sugar, pumpkin pie spice, baking
powder, and salt together in a large bowl until well combined. Set aside.

3. Combine pumpkin purée, oil, milk, egg, vanilla extract, and lemon extract in a
separate large bowl until smooth; stir in flour mixture from first bowl! until batter is
just combined.

4. Toss white chocolate chips and 1 tbsp. flour together in a small bowl until evenly
coated; fold into batter. Spoon batter into prepared muffin cups.

5. Bake in preheated oven until a toothpick comes out clean, 15-20 minutes.

Nutrition Facts:

Per serving: 323 calories, total carbohydrate 45g; dietary fiber 1 g; total sugars 27g; protein
5 g; total fat 15g; saturated fat 5 g; cholesterol 25mg; vitamin C 1mg; sodium 300mg;
calcium 132mg; iron 2 mg; potassium 86mg.
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Apple Spice Dump Cake
By Marcia L. Cainion Posted on Allrecipes.com

Total Time: 1 hour Makes 24 servings
2 (21 oz.) cans apple pie filling 1 tsp. ground allspice
1 tbsp. white sugar 1 (15.25 oz.) package spice cake mix
1 tsp. ground cinnamon % cup butter
1 tsp. ground nutmeg 1 cup chopped pecans (optional)
DIRECTIONS:

1. Preheat oven to 350°.

2. Pour apple pie filling into a 9x13 baking dish.

3. Whisk sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg, and allspice together in a small bowl until well
combined; sprinkle over pie filling. Cover filling with dry cake mix; dot with
butter, then scatter pecans on top.

4. Bake in preheated oven until top is browned and filling bubbles up on the sides,
45-60 minutes.

5. Serve warm (or room temp.) with ice cream or whipped topping

Nutrition Facts:

Per serving: 227 calories; total carbohydrate 30g; dietary fiber 2g; total sugars 10g; protein
2g; total fat 12g; saturated fat 5g; cholesterol 15mg; vitamin C Tmg; sodium 208mg;
calcium 20mg; iron 1mg; potassium 71mg
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fall, for Jesus

He never (eaves.




Use the Scripture verses below to locate

the places in the puzzle. (If a verse

mentions more than one place, only one

appears in the puzzle, so choose carefully.)
Circle each place as you find it.

Answers go: = |

Gees 2:1 Isaiah 23:1 Luke 24:13

Genesis 11:9 Isaiah 23:2 John 2:1
Genesis 35:1 Isaiah 23:3 Acts 8:5
Exodus 13:18 Jonah 1:2 Acts 11:22
Rurch 1:1 Matthew 3:6 Acts 17:16
1 Kings 18:19 Matthew 4:18 Romans 1:15
1 Chronicles 11:4 Martthew 26:36
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Puzzlel.

NAMES OF GOD

Every name of God tells us something about his power,
love and care for his people. Use the Scripture

clues to uncover just 50{1‘1& of these special names.
L 5 .

F (Matthew 6:9)

A and O (Revelation 1:8)

I A __ (Exodus 3:14)

Y (Exodus 6:2-3)

»
<

H (Genesis 14:19)

G A (Genesis 17:1)

R (Psalm 18:2)
] (Psalm 75:7)

F (Psalm 18:2)

H O (Isaiah 40:25)

au AloH 'ssaunog ‘ebpnr ooy ‘Aybiwpy poo
ybBiH 150y poo 'yamyel Wy | 'ebawg pue Eqdmr uayled Aay Jamsuy
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Grace Community Christian
Reformed Church

10415 S. Kedvale Avenue
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

708.636.2848
www.gccrc.org

gracechurch@gccrc.org

This newsletter is a publication of
Grace Community Church.
Contributions to the newsletter
are welcome and will be
considered for publication
provided they include your name
and/or the name of the original
author with copyright
information, are one page, and
are within the guidelines and tone
of this newsletter.

We reserve the right to edit or
not print a submission based on
the information above.

Contributions for the
November/December issue of the

newsletter are due no later than
October 17, 2026.

The newsletter is not published
for the months of
August and January.

Called to be a community

of externally focused
people who foster
authentic, grace filled

relationships.

o ‘\‘i"‘-(-:-.’

soue)

C‘;Punodf.uog
soarent

Qur Values

: is expressed in being open and
S accepting, in being non-judgemental
and respectful, and in
people from diverse backgrounds and
experiences. We continue to learn to be
authentic in our caring by being honest
ikt'H.JLI.' |.|'H.' Wavs our brokenness !i.!k.L'.‘i

welcoming

shape. In humility, we treat others with
respect and integrity, as we would want
to be treated.

C T recognizes  that
- God’s grace is fruitful; it brings deep
change and growth in our life. As we
follow Jesus, God multiplies our efforts
into something more than we can ask or
imagine. God multiphies our efforts of
acceptance and care for people outside
our circles of relationships. We will be
enriched by others because we can see
God at work in them,

C'\I:i Ivating is the act of building
others  up, encouraging  each
other to share God’s gifts. Each person
matters. We are not passive. We foster
personal  responsibility for  spiritual
growth. Inour worship and life together,
members are welcomed to participate
freely, Filled with the Spirit, we all grow
as participants share what God is doing

in their life,

Crmnﬁ‘(ting to God through
Scripture and prayer. We want to

see clearly what God is saying to us in
the Bible, enabling us to live freely for
God. In worship, we connect our story
with Gods story. We respond to God
in ways that show how the truth of the
Bible fits into our life. We pray together,
believing that all growth is the result of
God’s work.

Copyrighted works included in this publication have been reproduced with permission and
may not be further reproduced. The distribution, selling, reproduction in any form, or any
use other than that intended by this publication are prohibited and constitute an
infringement of Copyright laws and are subject to fines.

Story content, unless otherwise noted, has been used by permission from
ChurchArt Online: Copyright © 2026 CRI™. All Rights Reserved.
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